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WIA, " the foſs p-</hen w l | 
faithfull Tran- i 


9) Es lation. of the | 

bs Chapt. of the 22: Book 

f the City of God, written by | 

\ Þt.. Auguſtine in bis latter | 

Hays, upon occaſion, as himſelf i 

ells us in þts Book of Re- 
| 


raGations, of the inſolency of 
A2 the 


v/ 


The Preface 


the Pagans, who attributed the 
| loſs and ſaeking of the City of 
| Rome by the Goths under Fla- 
vius to the juſt judgment of 
their falſe Gods upon Chriſti. 
anity and the Profeſſors thereof. 
This inſolence of theirs, moved 
this % alous man to take 
grea :2r þ. ins then ordinary in 
22. Bocks to windicate the. 
cauſe of Chriſt and his Church. 
*Twere a happy thing if web d 
another- St. Auguſtine who 
could and. would oppoſe bim- 
ſelf as a wall for the houſe of 
God againſt ſo many inſolencies 
as are practiſed now adays in 
defiance of it: but by none 
"more freely than by thoſe who 


are : 


To the Reader. 


are ſo farr from alleaging any 


thing of a hand of true or falſe | 


Gold in what paſſes in the 
world, that they too too ſhame- 
fully preſume publickly to own 
thoſe  blaſphemries, which in 
goo King David's time \ ſome, 
who perchance had ſo o little 
witt and grace as to be o of their 
opinzon 10 their hearts, yet 
were ſo wiſe and civill as to 
keep their thoughts to them- 
| ſelves. Againſt ſuch Po yſor 
this whole TraS of St. Augul- 
tine 7s a moſt excellent An- 


tidote, But becauſe the Doſe 


poſſe, bly might ſeem too large, 


I baws eleSed this one Chapter, 
which, for the brevity ant 
A 3 ad- 


- The Preface 
wariety of accidents therein con- 
tained, cannot chuſe but be 
wery ea fie and pleaſant to take. 


And, 'in the ſecond place, I 


have added ſome of the Vir- 
tes of it, chiefly againſt that 
def, perate. Epidemrcall diſeaſe, 
which retones, I fear, too fre- 
quently, and is the cauſe of 
nany other dangerous and fear- 


full diſtempers. If what was 
antended for a private friend, 
prove any way benefictall to 
the publick, | ſo farr at leaſt, 
as to work kindly with ſome 
one good perſon or other, and 
cauſe him to mind t'e great 
buſine f. H for . which we are 
come into this world, which 
PA . Af 


To the Reader. 
ig to believe in, and ſerve and 
obey our great and good God, I 
have my endl, and to God be the 
Glory. TE | 
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The 8rh. Chap. of the 22th. 
Book of St. Au guſting of the 
City of God. 


Of miracles which have been 
wrought for introducing the Faith 
of Chriſt into the world- and do 
not vet ceaſe to be wrought, in 
confirmation of the ſame faith al- 
ready introduced. | "0-1 
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PD gg Hy ſay rr adverſaries, 

A not ſuch miracles ap- 
pear in theſe our days, 
45 you pre: end have been 
done in former times ? 
I might anſwer : tbat 
ſuch miracles were neceſſary in thiſe dayes, 
that the faith of Chriſt might be eftabliſhea |} 
in the world. Wheſvever now requires | 
miracles for his faith ſeemes himſelf = 
Prodig J; 


. - = 
Prodigy, refuſing to believe by the worlds 
generall example. But the truth is, they 
who alle age ſuch things, have a qeſign to 
introduce a di! b.liet cen of ſuch wonders 
as h we formrly been dine. How eomes it 
then to paſs, that Chrijt is ſo generally 
held and believed to have been t2;en 1# 
by into Heaven? Fly bappaed it, 
thit in tſe- eriticall times, when men 
me ſuch (rruples of admitting aay thiag 
which ſeemed to carry imp-ſiviity with 
it, vey. believed thinrs notwithjtanding, 
even withyut the vouching of miracles, 
which were extream!y i1cr-dible in them< 
ſelves ? Ill they, perchance. ſay, that 
thcy theref re belicved them, becauſe they 
were credible? why then do they themſelves 
refuſe to believe them. 

Thus therfore 1 argue in brief : Either 
ſome things in themſelves incredible and 
not ſeen, .came to be belicued upon the 
evidence and attejtation of other things 
ſeemingly alſo incredible, which things, 
mtwithftanding, were both done and ſeen 
to be done: «r Ciſe thoſe things were cre- 
aivle in themſelves, and jtood in #0 need 
ef miracles by way of further proof» and 
ar ſuch, are a convincing evideuce againſt 
ine incredulity of ſuch Nuilitidiaus. Thrs 
is much 


—- CE) 
much in order to the confuting of ſuch 
vain ſensleſs men. For it cannot be denyed, 
but they miny miracles have been wrought 
for the atteſting that one great health- 
giving Miracle of the bodily Reſurreftion 
and Aſcenſion of Chriſt into Heaven. 
For #1 the ſame moſt infallible writings 
are delivercd bth the wonders themſclves, 
and the faith intended to: be eftabliſhed 
by them. Theſe things were made known 
for the gaining belief, and, by that belief 
which they have gained,are com? to be better 
and more clearlyky»wne For they are read to 
the people that they may be believed, and 
et they would not be read to the peyple, 
were they not believed. For even in our 
dayes. miraeles are wought in his name, 
ſome by his maſt holy $acramenes, ſome 
by the prayers and reliques of bis ſaints, 
but they are not ſet forth with ſo much 
fame, as to be ſpread about the world with 
. the ſameglrywhich thoſe others are. Fort 
zs the Books of Holy writ which. weret 
be every where divulged, which makes 
#hem to be read and Fixt in the memories 
of all men. But thiſe things are only 
known, where they happen to be dont, 
and that ſcarce of a whole City, or tht 


inhabitants of the place. Many hear #9- 
SO. _ thing 


_OM@ 
thing of them, eſpecially if they happen in 
fome great Town: And now when things 
are carried from one to another, they bear 
not ſo great an authority as t» be believed - 
without doubt or difficulty, even although 
they be told by one Chriſtian to another. 

The maracle which happned at Millan, 

when I my ſelf was upon the place, by 
which a blind min was reſtored to his 
fight, may indeed have beey known by 
many, becauſe both the City is great, 
and the Emperour himſclf was then there, 
and an infinity of People were witncſſes 
of it, who were come thither t» the budies 
of the Martyrs Gervaſius aud Protaſius. 
which bodies being wholly concealed and 
unknown to any one, were revealed t9 
Ambroſe the Biſhop 7x his ſleep, aud were 
found by him 3 at which time and place 
the forefaid blind man recovered his 
fight. 
' But now (unleſs it be ſime very few ) 
who ever heard of the Cure done upon one 
Innocentius ? (who bad born Office in thoſe 
parts ) at which my ſelf was preſent, and 
beheld it with mine own eyes. For hebeing 
a very pious and religious perſon, was 
pleaſed to entertain me and my brother 
Alipius coming from beyond Seas, who 
2 although 


| (5) 
althwoh we were nt yet in Orders, had 
already dedicated vur ſilves tz Cods ny 
ferrive, and hrppentd to be in his huſe 
wh. the thing fell out, of which I jhall 
now give yu the relativn. | 
| He was then under tho Phyſicia'is hands 
for more then one very dangerous Filtu'a, 
which he had in the lower and hinder-part 
of his b'dy. Thcy had alrear'y made 
zacifion and were now perfeing the cure 
by other applications. 1a the inciſiin be 
had ſuffered very great and tedious pains; 
But among the reſt, one hollow turning 
there was which the Phyſicians had miſt, 
and it was ſo hiddes, that they newer 
zoucht it, which ought alſo ty have been 
laid open. In concluſion having now healed 
#p the other wound, that only place re- 
mained without remedy. He ſuſpeAing their 
delay, and very much fearing to be cat 
again (which indeed another Phyſician, 
who was of bis houſh5ld and could nt be 
admitted by the others ſo much as to be 
preſent at his firſt cutting, that he might 
ſee how 1bcy went about their work, had 
foretzld bym, and fur which he had turned 
him cut of bis bh uſe, and was hardly 
rought to rective him is again) burſt 
ont 3nto paſſion and cryed ouh; what will 
: b you 
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you cut me again? Tſe Tmuſt come to 
what be t:ld me, whom yru rr uli not 
permit to be preſent at your d ings. They 
m.c:t at the por mans want of ſyall, and4 
comforted the Patient with all the god 
. words and promiſes that might be. But 
many more dayes paſt, and nothing was 
dame by all thar erdexwurs 5 yet ftill the 
Phyſicians perſiſted in their promiſe tha# 
they would uot cut him any more, but 
w'uld cure that place with other applicz* 
tims. T» ſatisfie him, they called an-thev 
grave and very famons man in the Art, 
one Ammonius then /iving, who viewing. 
the place, promit him the Ef'c@ whieh 
the others with their art and di 1cence had 
aſſured bim ff. Upon wh-ſe word, x5 if all 
went well, be now taking-hcart, began 
cheerfully to ma'te ſpirt with bis domeſ- 
tiaue friend, wh) had told hin ſo conft 
dently of an ther i1cifions But at lenath, 
after many dayes ſpent t» no pu poſe or 
effect, being nw tyred out, with much 
fuſion they were ford to c uf ſs, that 
nith ui incifiou n0'cure could be ryrought. 
Atthis (vnerp:id news ) being extreams= 
ly frighted, be itarte4 and grew pale. But 
being come-again to himſelf, ſo ſoon as be 
was able to ſpeak, he bad them all begon, 

2 an 


(7) 
and never mare. come neer him: And now 
there remained nothing for the poor man, 
zzred quite out with grief, to reſolve upon 
ia this ſad condition, but to make uſe of a 
certnin rare chirurgion one of Alexandria, 
that he micht do that, . which anger had 
me vim re} toe never t» permit the others ' 
t- do. Put when he was come, and had 
beheld their work with the eyes of an Artiſt, 
lize an honejt civil man, , he perſwaded 
the Patient t9 leave the finiſhing of the 
rk. to thoſe who bad already taken ſuch 
pains abut him, to his great admiration : 
adding withall, that without incifux 
thcre could be little or no hope at all if a 
perfect cure. For his part it was much 
agiil his cuſtome and inclination, to 
deprive them of the þ nour they had de- 
| ſerved, by ſome ſmall addition which was 
fall ty be made to that great Art and 
Induſtry which they had ſhewed in thoſe 
other wounds, which he profeſt himſelf a 
great' admirer of. - By this he was ſ'me- 
thing recouciled to them, again, and was 
contented (ſo be of Al:xandria would 
be preſent and aſſitting ) that the fame 
men ſhould lance the place, which they 
all agreed was incurable without it. The 
buſineſs was deferred untill the next "2 
xt 


0 
hut when they were gone, thewhole family © 
fell into ſuch a paſſion of grief for the ſad- 
neſs of their Muſtrr, that it ſeemed a 
mourning / at @ funerall, and admitted 
very little comfort from our er:deav' urs 
In the mean time be was d:yly viſited by 
certain G:dly men; by Saturninus of 
bleſſed memory, then Biſhop of Valence, 
ard Gcelofus. a Prieſt, and ſome of the 
Deacons of the Church of Carthage. A4- 
mengft whom aid who of all the reſt is\. 
now only living, was Aurelius Biſhcp, 
whom 1 cannot mention but with much 
. reverence aud reſp with whom I have 
fnce often ſpoken of this ſubjca, caling to 
mind. the great wonders of Gd, and1 
frund that he did very well remember what 
. weare now rel-11ng. Theſe men then, vi- 
ſting him in the Evening, accoraivg to 
their cuſfteme, he beg*d of them with teares\ 
#n his eyes, that they would Vouchſafe to 
be preſent the next morning as ſpefators, 
more likely, of his laſt paſſage, then of the 
. torment he was to endure, For he was 
Struck, with ſuch a borrour from the paines 
he had formerly indured, that be made no 
queſtion but he ſhould die under the Phyſi- 
.exans hands. They, on the other fde, en- 
deavoured to comfort him, and exhorted 
| | him 
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him-to have a confidence in God, and to 
uud:rgo couraginuſly what the will of God 
did znflict upon him. Fromm thence we 
went 1n to prayers, where .we Kneeling, 
according ta cuityme, wp:1. the ground, 
he cat himſclF di1wn, as if be hal been 
ford by ſo .e vidlent impulſe, and. began 
to pray. But in wh mine”, with what 
feeling, and moti un »f Spirit, with wht 
abundaxce of tears, with what fighs and 


grones, even to the tre bling of every joynt 


of his body, ſo as, alm jt, t» take bis very 
breath from - him, is n t for ay man to 
expreſs in words. Whether others did pray, 
and did nit ſuffer the ſame diitradion by 
ſo ſad an objeq as my ſelf did, Tm n't- 
For my own part I confeſs 1 was not able 


_ to pray t all. This only Iremember I ſaid 


in my heart. O Lord what prayers f thy 

poor ſervants wilt thou vouchſaſe t) bearken 
unto, if thou d ſtnot hear theſe. For it 

ſeemed t»" me that nothing couid be add.4 
t the carnejtieſs he made uſe of, unleſs 

be ſhould even hve expired. with he force 

of praying. We ftoid up, and having re- 

cerved the Biſhops bleſſing we departed from 
bim, he begging again that they vo uld not 
fail to be preſent with him the next m.tn- 
iug, and they exborting hun to courage and 
| cor» 
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eofurmity- - The day.came he flood ſo much 
in fear of, and the. ſervants. of God failed 
not to come according to their word. The 
Phyſicians alſo. came : all things were 
prepared which the. time and occaſion 
required c_ . the inſtraments alſe were laid 
in a readineſs, every one being in fear aud 
expectation : thoſe who ,were of greater 
power and authority ſtand. neereſt at band 
to encourage. him., He was now laid in. 
bis bedd,- the bands were looſened, and 
the place laid open :.. The Phyſician, with 
with his lancet in his hand lookes careful- 
ly to find the place affefled; He makes uſe 
, both of his ſight and feeling to diſtover 
it. In fine tryes all experiments, but finds 
nothing but the ſkar of a ſoare now. per= 
fedt'y bealed. Upon this diſcovery, the joy. 
which poſſeſt every oxes : heart, and burſt 
. forth with tears into thankes-giving to, 
and prayſe of ſo mercifull and omyipotent 
a God, I ſhall leave to everyones thoughts 
to imagine, rather then preſume to expreſs 
in words. _ 
. Tiff the ſame City of Carthage oze 
Innocentia @ moſt vertuous woman, and 
one of the chief of the Town had a Cancer + 
in ber hreſt, a diſeaſe for which Phyſicts 
#ns allow no remedy. The ordinary prac- 
| wiſe 
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riſe therefore is, that either the part 
affeffed be cut off, or, that a man may 
live a little the longer (for ſooner or 
later nothing but death is to be expedied 
from #t) according to Hippocrates all 
. omeans of cure are to be wholly laid aſide. 
Thus much fhe had underſtood from a ſkil- _ 
fall Phyſician of her very familiar ac-/ 
quajytance: And therefore had now 
wholy betaken her ſelf to begg aſſiſtance of 

Imighty God, when behold, Eaſter now 

rawing neere, fhe is admonifſht i ber 
ſleep, what ſhe ſhould ftand on #hat fide of 
the Font appointed fo? the women, and 
ſhould 4 the firſt that came from Holy 
Baptiſme to fig# tbe place with the ſign 
of the Croſs of Chriſt, ſve did fo and was 
Immediatly cured. Now the Phyſician 
who had adviſed ber to farbear all padling 
with it, if ſhe intended to. prolong bet 
life, looking afterwards upon ber breafl, 
end finding ber perfefily cured of the i 
| firmity, of which bis own eyes had been 
witneſſes, was extream earneſt with ber 16 
knaw what meanes ſhe had made uſe of deing 
very deſiroes, as neer as we can gueſs, #0 
yo that Receipt, mbich might prove 

yppocrates his aſſertion falſe. But when 
be had heard what bad poſt, with & 
EEE ; flight- 
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fighting kind of woice - and countenance 
(ſo that the good woman began to fear leaſt 
be ſhould utter ſame unbaudſome words in 
contempt of Chriſt). be 3s ſaid to bave re- 
plyed, by way if a religious kind of 
raillery I thought ſaid be, you would 
bave told me ſome great maitter. And fhe 
being now in a great fear and apprebene 
ken, be preſeutly added what great matter 
was it for Chriſt %@ exre « Cancer, who 
raiſed 20 life one who had been four 
dayes dead, When T' beard of this, T 
was very much troubled that ſo great 8 
miracle wrought #2 ſuch a City, and upon 
4 perfor. of ſuch note, fhould be concealed, 
ind thought fits both to admoniſh and 
amoft to chide ber far it. Aud ſhe maky 
anſwer that ſhe bad not concealed it, 1 
aikt thoſe Matrous ber very familiar frieuds 
who batpued then. to be in her company, 
whether they | knew. any thing of it befores 
They. aſſured me they never bad beard mord_ 
of it» Tow may ſee tben, ſaid I,” whether 
ws bgue not been too ſilent inthe buſineſs, 
ſnce even theſe your familiars never bad 
atice of it \ And then hazing deſired ber 
to make a ſnort relation of the wbole paſ\ 
ſage, ſhe did ſo in' their hearing, adding 
every material circumſtance, they mucb- 
B z #dmiring 
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admiring and glorifying God theres 
fore. 

And who perchance hath heard of a cer- 
tain Phyſician in the ſame City, who was 
tronbled with the Gout, who when he 
had given his name in order to Baprtiſme 
the diy before he was Chriſftued, was for- 
bidd by certain black hairy boyes or 


negroes, who appeared ts him in his ſleep, 


and whom he perceived to be devils, to be 
baptized that year : and when he would 
not obey, was kickt by them up»n hi 
feet, ſo as to cauſe him a more grievus 
pain, then ever he had felt before in his 
life. - But be perſiſting the more reſoluttly 
fo "overcome them by th-ſe regenerating 
watcrs, and bcing baptized according t1 
the vow be had made, in the very reccav- 
2ng that Holy Sacrament, ' was not only 
freed from that more then ordinary tor- 
ment, which he then endured, but was 
alſo quite freed from his Gout, nor did 
ever, dering his whole life, which cone 
#inued many years after, ftcl the leaſt pait 
7n his feet mire. We indced kaew this, 
and ſome of our brethren, who lived nat 


fer from the place where ut happen 
_ Ode 


A certain man of the City calletl 
- Curubis 
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Curubis was freed by Baptiſm + only 
from a palſie, but alſo from an extream 
ſwelling in his genetories; and he was 
» freed, that immc:diately he appearcd as 
if he had had no ſuch infirmaties before. 
And who, I pray, h 24 aotice of this, but 
only thoſe of that Town, and ſome few 


others who by accident heard of it? But , 


we having intelligence thereof, by the com- 
mand of the Holy Biſhop Aurelius, pro- 
cared bis coming t» Carthage, although 
we had our informati»ns before, from 
ſuch, whoſe credit was out of all queſ< 
BL/Þ | 

Hesperius oz of this place ( perſon 
of go»d quality) hath a farme called 
Zibed, #1 the territory of Fuſlclen z he 
having notice that his houſe there was 
haunted with evill ſpirits, to the great 
diturbance of bis cattell and ſervants, my 
ſelf happening t» be abſent, earneſtly 
defired of our Peictts, that ſome of them 
would be pleaſcd to go thither, a4 dive 
the malignant ſpreits away by the force 
of their pray:rs. On of them went accord= 
zngly, | Ovculit 1bi Sacrificiuin Corporis 


Chritti. | offcred theres the S2crifice of 


the Body of Chritt, praving moſt earneſt= 
ly for the ceſſation of that great afFlictton,, 
B 3 by 
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by the mercy of God it preſently ceaſ's, 


Now . Heſperius bad received a preſens 
from a friend, | a parcell of Holy-earth 
brought from. Hieruſalem, from the very 


. place where Chriſt, having been buried, 
roſe ag aig the third day. This holy Earth 


he had hung up in his own chamber, 


| as a preſeruatine for his own perſon. But 


now when his bouſe was freed from the 


| foreſqid moleftation, be bethonght himſelf 
how, with decency, to diſpuſe of the holy 


catth; 'which, out of reverence, he thought 
#0t , fitt to keep axy longer in his-chamber, 
It happthed accidentally, that my ſelf, and 
my thtn-compauion Maximus Biſhop of, 


Synes 'were in a place not farr off. He 


intreattd us to come unto him: which we 
refuſed not, and baving made us the whole 
relation,” be made it alſ» his petition, that 
the holy earth ſhould be layd in ſome 
decent place, which ſhould be turned int 
a place of prayer, where Chriſtians might 
meete for performance of their devotions. 
IWe could not refuſe him, but did accord- 
ingly. Aud it fell out that a poor country- 
yoaurh, who was ftruck with a pally, hear- 
ing of it, beg'd of bis parents that they 
would carry him to the holy place; 
where having done his devotzons, he 
; ES» | res 


(16) 
returned (upon his own feeie ſafe and 
' There is a village called ViQoriana 
ſome thirty miles diſtaus from Hippo the 
Royall. There are Relickes of the Saints, 
Gervaſtus aud Protalius 'who were of 
Millan. Thither wvas carried a certain 
youg man, why waſhing bis borſe, in 
the midſt of Summer, in the' River, the 
aivell entred into bim. In this place tbe 
poor creature lying neere dgad, or at leaf, 
as if he had been dead, the Ladyof the man- 
noury as uſually, eame voith ber maids. 
and ſome Religious women to ſay #heir 
evening prayers. At their beginning ta 
ſing, their hymues, the miſerable ereature, 
as one ſuddenly firach,. ftarted up, and. - 
with a bideons out-ery, daring. uit, of 
baving not povver #0 ftire the altar be bad 
laid hold on, he ſtood there as one faſtued 
or biund to it, and woith a moſt horrid 
zoiſe begging that they vvould ſpare bim, 
confeft, where and voven and in vobas 
manner he had entred into the body of the 
miſerable yyung,man- At length promaſmg 
to go outs be named diſtinfily every part of- 
bis body, wohich be threatued to catt off 
inhis departure. Aud uttering theſe vuords 
he wvens ont indeed. But one of his eycs 
| B 5 fell 
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fell out, and hung upon his chet'fixt by 
a little ſtring vvhich woas faſtzed to the 
znner part of his eye, and all the blacksf 
the eye woas covered woith a wohite film. 
Tſe vob) vv ere preſent and ſawv ity ( and 
n5vy mny vvere come'in, upon the fears 
full voice he had made) fell all to their 
prayers for bim ? although they ſawv that 
hc was novv perfettly come 'to h mfelf: 
Tet being, in great trouble about his eye; 
' vere of opinion that a Phyſician vvas to 
be ſent for. Upon this his brother in-lavy, 
who had married his fiter, and had con 
weighed him thither, ſaid, Certainly the 
ſame God, woho; through the prayers if 
bis bleſſed Saints, - has been' pleaſed 19 
chaſe awvay the Divell, 3s able alſo t1 
reſtore his eye unto hint. Aud vvith that, 
putt the eye, vvhich wvvas fallen out, into 
ts place again, as woell as his ſzall would 
' ſerve bim, | Oravio, uſcd tor a ſtole by 
; St Hierome and others. ] and bourd it 
up vvith a ſtole, - and fo thought fitt to 
leave it fur ſeaven dayes ſpace. lt the end 
of wohich dayes cpening his eye, he fomnd 
it perfealy recovered. Other. cures wocre 
wrought 11 the ſame pn; vvhich oy 

MaREs me not t0 mention« 
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who 'vvas immediatly dispoſſeſk of wht 
Divell by only anointing ber ſelf woith 
the oyle, into wobich ſon me of the teares of 
4 good Prieſt had fallcn, wohiltt be vuas 
praying for ber. I knovv alſe a Biſhop 
vob by his prayers for a young, man, vubom 
he never ſavu, delivered him from the 
povver of the Divell, 
' There voas an ancient man of Hippo 
calle4 Florentius, a very devout creatnre, 
but very poor, ooh. 1 v9.45 by trade a tailouts 
Fhis poor woretc> happened to loſe bis 
coate, and had nit in the voorld ewberes 
pvithall t9 buy him another. He makes his 
prayers t» the: twenty martyrs, vboſe 
mem 'ty is very fanous in theſe parts, and 
beggs of them, wvith ſ1.nething a loud and 
earneſt v:ice, that they would help bim #0 
a c11t. Certain gybing yung fellowes who 
by chance rere pre ſent, and overheard him, 
followed bim as he went away, ſcoffing 
at him for having beg'd fifty half-pence 
of the martyrs to buy him a garment. But 
be walking ſilently on, eſpyed a great fiſp 
lying paunting up1# the ſhoare, which by 
the help »f the young man he took,and ſold 
to one Carchoto az honeſt Chriſtian Cook, 
for thirty pence, telling him woithall vobae 
had OP" ; aud with cs litle money 
21> 
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zhbending #0 buy vvool, for his vvife ts: 
make bim a coat vuith, as vv:ll as ſhe 
could, But the cook, opening the fiſh, found 
df gold ring in the belly of it,-and ont of 
meer commiſeration, and npdu. ſcruple of 
empeience reſtored is to the poor man, $ay< 
39g: behold bor» thetwenty martyrs have 
furniſht thee with a garments 0+ 

When Proje&tus Biſhop brought the 
Reliques of the mitt glorious martyr St. 
Stephen to the Tibilitan waters, there 
was a great meeting and flocking of pe-ple 
#+ the place in honour and memory of the 
Saint, There it happened that a blind 
woman beg'd that ſhe might be ledtothe 
Biſhop as be ws carrying the holy relicks : 
the gave him certdin flowers which ſhe 
carryed a long with her : they were again 
rerarned 0 ber; ſhe applyed them to her 
eyes, and immediatly ſhe ſaw. All the 
company being in a mazenrent, ſhe led 
she way alone, ani now had noneed of any 
body to lead her. LR , 

Lucillus Biſhop of Synes happened to 
earry in proceſſion a Relique of the ſam? 
glorions Saint which ts kept ina Caftlerf 
the ſame place, not farr from Hippo, the 
people, ſame goiny before, others following 3 
vphen, by the earrying of ſo holy a — 


(20) 
he vvas ſuddenly cured of a fiſtula, vwbich 
had cauſed him much trouble for a long 
time, and vvas novv in expeflation of the 
coming of a Phyfician his particular friend, 
for the lancing of the place, Certain it is 
that from that very time be could never 
diſcover any thing of it. Es 

Eucharius 2 Prieſt, a Spaniard by 
nation, duvelling at Calama, by #hÞ 
Relickes of the foreſaid Saint, which the 
Biſhop Poſſidius had brought thither, was 
eured of an habitual infirmity of the ſtone. 
The ſame Perſon afteruvards falling ints 
another violent fitt of ſickneſs, was ſo fary 
given for dead, that they began to tye bis 
thumbs together, when bis own gown which 
had been. carryed to touch the Reliques of 
the forenamed Saint, being brought back 
again, and laid over his body, by the belp 
of the glorious Saint he was reſtored to life 
and bealth, 

There was a certain man, ealled 
Martialts, who was of prime #ote amongſt 
thoſe of his quality > he was now well in 
years, and had a great awvzrſion- from 
Chriſtian Religion he had indeed a daugh- 
ter who had embraced the faith, and a 
ſon-in-law, who bad been baptized that 
very year» Theſe, when they found bim 
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| aſs with 2 dangerous ſickneſs,  begd of 

im moſt earneſtly, . with many teares 
that be would become a Chritian. But he 
would by no means hear of it, and putt 
them -f with great indignation. His 
good fa in-law took, upoy him, t» zet to 
the ola where the R:lKs of Bleſſed St, 
Stephin wire decently kept, there to pray 
for bim, with all the earneſtne Ib he could, 
that God wwild be pleaſed to inſpire him 
with his holy gr.1:5, that he might believe 
11 Chit. Fe porfur mea this with many 
fizns and teares, 1nd with great fervour 
of d-v.tinn. Then returning be took with 
him fine \f the fl -wres which Lay up-1 the 
Altar, and, at night, laid them under his 
pillow. He weiit to ſep but before day 
be cr yed out (with much earneſt 
tyat they fo: 12:4 make haſt to the Biſh p, 
who was then accidently with me at 
Hippo. But having underſtod that the 
Biſh p ws abſcat, be defircd the Priclts 
might come vat bim- They game, and 
be preſently declared that be did belicue, 
and to the great joy and aſtoniſhment of 
all, was immediaily baptized. And 
(: which war ſftranze - ſo long as be lived 
after, had theſe words perpetually in his 


mouth ; Chiilt receive my ſoul : although 
be 


(22) 
be was wholy ignorant thas theſe were the ve 
ry laſt words which were uttered by the moſt 
bleſſed Martyr Sr. Stephen, when he was 
floned to dezth. Theſe were alſo the laſt 
words of thi# happy man who lived not lon 
after 7 | RE 
There were alſ; cured, by the interceſſion 
of the ſame Martyrs, two who where fick, 
of the Gout, the one a citizen, —the-ather 
a ſtranger. But the citizen was abſolutely 
cured with-ut any more adve : the ſtranger, 
as I nnderftoy;d, had by revelation what 
he was to apply. when the fitt took, him 


 $ that up'n application, his pain imme- 


autly ceaſed. | 
At a place called Audituras, where 
there is a Church, and in it a Relique 
of St. Stephen, a certain little byy being 
at play in the court-yard, ſeme reſty oxen 
co:4ng with a cart, runne the wheel over 
the child, who preſently. gaſping, dyed. 
His M:ther immediatly tookhim, earrye 
him to the holy Reliques, and he did not 
only recover, but ſeemed to have received 
40 purt at all. 

A certain Nunn az a houſe called 
Cattiniana zot farr from 'the ſame place - 
falling tery ſick, ſo asto be given over by 
all, They carryed her gown to the ſame 
: | Reliques, 
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Reliques, but before it was brought back 
again, ſhe dyed. Notwithſtanding her 
parents would needs lay the ſame gown 
over the dead corps, upon ppbich, ſhe, re- 
eoverins life, became a ſound womens 

At Hippo oxe Baſſus. 2 Syrian made 
his earneſt prayers at the ſpring of the afore- 
ſaid Martyr for a daughter of his wh lay 
very weak . aud in great danger, and bi 
had brought with bim one of ber garments; 
when, bchold, ſome of his ſeryants came in 
great. bajt. ta tell him that bis daughter 
wvas dead; but ſome of his friends meeting 
them, * vohilft be wvoas at. bis devotions, 
forbad them to deliver their fad tydings, 
teſt be ſhould not bave been able to conceale 
bis grief from, the notice of the world. But 
coming home, and finding all in lamen- 
tion, he caft his childs garment upox 
her, aud ſhe mas —__— reſtored 
40> .: 6 wat 

Again in the ſame city: of ours there 
dyed, ' of fickneſs, the ſon of one Irencus 
4 ColleGour. -- And now when the dead 
Corps was laid out, and ſome were mour#- 
ng, and lamenting, whiljt they were pre- 
_ paring for the funeral, a friend of his 
amngſt others who endeavoured to com 
fort the efflited father, ſuggeſted his 


adviſe; 
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adviſes ' that they ſhould aunoint the bogy 
with the oyl of the boly martyr (1up- 
poſe which was burning. in the Lamp 
before his holy Reliques- } They did-ſo, 
and the young, man came again to Life." 
With us alfo, ane Elenfinus,: who bad 
born the office of Tribune, - Jayd his dead 
child upon the Reliques of the ſame 
Martyr, which are kept in bis houfe 
neere the Cit), and there offering #þ bis 
moſt earneſt prayers, accompanyed with 


live. 

IWhat ſhould T ſay, ar do ? The difire 
I have of drawing to an end of this my 
intended, Treatiſe, gives me not leave to 
mention all T Know of this Rind: and 
without doubt, moſt of my friends, whe 
ſhall happen to read what I have here ſets 
&:wn, will reſent my omitting ſo many 
cther particulars which themſelves are very 
well accquainted with as well as T. whoſe 


pardon I muſt begg, and defire them to- 


refles what paines aud labour it would 
require to do that, which the work, I have 
here ondertaken, will by no meanes allow 
me. For to omitt others, if T ſhould nov 
oxly ſett down the miraculons heatths 
reſtored to the fick, by this Holy Martyr, 
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many teares, he received jjm again a 
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er mean the moſt glorious St. Stephen) 
as well in the Town of Calama, as alſo. 


Tour own, many books were to be written, 
neither could we p'ſihly make a perfet 
colleFion of them all, but only of ſuch as 
Memorials ' have been written of, to the 
env they might berrexd to the people. Far 
2t was Tar dcGre to have it dune ſh, that 
Yince it pleaſed Almighty God to honour 
this our age with miracles not inferinur to 
thiſe of former times, the Knowledge and 
memory of them might not be loft, It is 
not yet full. two years fince that Holy 
Relique war firſt piac't at Hippo the 
Royall, and although it be mt certain, 
that many miraculous things have bap- 
pened, of which there have been no Me- 
mortals given In, yet the uumber of ſuch 
as have :been in that manner attefted, as 
meunted to about tbreeſcore ana ten, at 
at futh time as 1 was writing this. But 
at” Calama, where. a Relique of the St. 
had been longer kept, and where the good 
cuftome of grving in Memorialls. mas more 
#ſed, there 13 an incomparably greater 
aumber. At Uzali alſo, which is nut fart 
from Utica, we are aſſured of many(trange 
things wrought by the ſame Holy martyr, 


there having been placed a Relique of 
the 
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the ſaid Saint by the Biſhop Evodius, 4 
long time before we had any. But it is not 
the cuſtome there to give in Memorials, or; 
as T may rather ſay, it has not been form- 
erly, though now, happi'y they have alſo 
brought in that good pradtice. For, we being 
lately there, a certain noble woman, called 
Petronia having been miraculouſly cured 
of a great and tedious fickneſs, for remedy 
whereof all the art of Phyſick had come 
ſhort, we perſwaded her, with the conſent 
of the Biſhop of the ſaid place, to give up 
s Memorial which might be read to the 
people, and ſhe moſt readily complyed with 
our deſires. In which Relation ſhe inſerted 
alſo this particular, whieh I muſt not o= 
mitt, although T am obliged to make 
what haſt I can towards a concluſion of 
this work. Shbe tells us there how ſhe was 
induced by a certain Jew to put a Ring 
upon a hair girdle, a:d to weare it next 
ber body, under all her cloaths, which 
Ring was to have, vnder the other preci= 
cus (tone, a ſtone found in the Reines of 
an "xe- Being thus girt, by way of natu- 
rall remedy, ſhe came towards the Church 
of the Holy Martyr. But being come paſt 
Carthage, and having lodged at a farm 
of bers neer the river Bagrada, -riſing up 
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to go on her Fourney, ſhe ſaw the Ring 
lying before her feet, and wondering, ſhe |þ 
viewed the hair girdle, which the Ring 
bad been faſtned upon, and finding it as 
faſt and firm as ever, without any one 
_knot being looſed, ſhe imagined the Ring 
it ſelf might be crackt or broken, but 
finding that alſo perfefly whole and entire, 
ſhe preſumed to take that ſtrange accident 
for a happy preſage and pledge of her 
future miraculous recovery, and untying 
the girdle, threw it with the ſaid King, 
into the river. Thoſe, haply. who do nt. 
believe our Lord Jeſus to have been born 
without the leaſt violation of the pure wir 
ginity of his B. Mother,or to have come into 
the roome where his diſciples were, tht 
doores being ſhutt, will have mach diff 
culty to believe what here is relatcd. But 
let them, in the name of God, make 
farther inquiry into the matter, and if 
they find it to be true, let them hereby be 
induced to believe thoſe other things. Sheit 
a Lady of great quality, nobly bory, and 
aobly married, ſhe is now dwellivg 
Carthage; So famous a City, ſo noted# 
Perſon, muſt needs aff.rd their carioſity 
full Satisfaftion. Moſt undoubtedl y the 
Holy Martyr himſelf, by wheſe 
imterceſion ſhe reeceived health , di 


(28) 
did believe in the ſon of an ever-pure Vir 
gin:zhe did believe in him,who came in to 
bis diſciples,the doores remaining ſhut3 And 
finally (the ruth whereof is the ſcope aud 


' aim of whatever we have here reherſed ) 


be believed in him who aſcended into Heaven 
with the ſame fleſh, with which be roſe 
again from the dead. And therefore it ts, 
that heworketh ſuch great wonders, becauſe 
for that faith it was, that he wasſs happy 
as to lay down his life. Many miracles 
then are wrought even in theſe our dayess 
the ſame God working them by whom he 
pleaſes, and by what meanes he pleaſes, 
the ſame God who has wrought all theſe 
which we haveread: But yet eventheſe are 
not Known a like to all, neither is there 
that care taken that by often reading of 
them, the memory of them may not be for 
gotten. | For even in thoſe places, in which 
( according to the cuſtome now nſed byus ) 
autheutick Relations are given np, by 
thoſe who have received ſpeciall favours, to 


' the-end they may be read and notified to 
the perpl», thoſe, wndeed, who happen to 


be then preſent, hear the ſam? read; but 
maiy mo e prove to be abſent. $0 that 


even th:ſe who were preſent, do hardly 


remember, afier ſome ſhort time, wha# 
C 2 they 
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they heard, and ſcarcely is there one to be 
found, who takes the paines to give notice, 
of what they had heard, #0 others whom 
#hey know to be abſent. 

One thing there is which happened in 
our City, which though it be not greater 
an it felf then ſome of thoſe things which 
T have already related: yet it is ſo cleat 
#:d ſo noted a miracle, that, T belicve, 
#here-3s no one perſon in all Hippo, who 
did not either ſee it with his own eyes, of 
bas not been ſufficiently informed of itz, ſo 
as never to be forgotten by any. There were 
8en children, ſeven brothers and three 
Siſters, of good rank amongſt the citizens 
of Celarea in Cappadocia, who, by the 
exrſe of their mother, who had extreamly 
reſented an injury done her by her chil 
dren, upon the death of their father her 
huſband, had ſo beavy a puniſhment in- 
faded upon them by God, 1h. they went 
about miſerably t1embling and ſhaigng 
every - joynt of their bodies. In which 
wretched condition beir-g nt able to endure 
tbe ſight of their fellow Citizens, they went 
wandering over all the Roman dominions, 
as each one thought beſt, Of this number 
#0 of them came into our City, a brother 
2nd a Sifter,Paul 6nd Palladia,being now t : 
muc 
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much taken notice of in many ozher- places. 


| by their own remarkable miſery. 


They arrived here about a fort-night be- 
fore Eaſterz they were, every day at the 
Church, and particularly at the Shrine of 
the moſt glori-us St. Stephen, they offered 
#p their moſt fervent devotions, begging 
pardou and mercy of” Almighty God, and 
humbly praying that they might, at length, 
be reſtored to their former c-ndition. And 
a'w even there, and whereſ)ever they ap< 
peared, the eyes of the whole Town were 
upon them, Some, who had ſeen them in 
other parts, and had been informed of the 
cauſe of their trembling. gave notice tbere= 


| of to others, as they were able. Eaſter 


was now come, and upon Sunday in the 
morning, when the peyple were in greas 
uumber preſent, the y;ung man who was 
bolding by the railcs of the chappel where 
the Reliques of the H. Martyr were kept, 
aad praying moſt earneſtly, up1 aſudden 
fell down, and lay as if be had been aſleeps 
At which ſight ſome who were preſcnt were 
flruck with admiration, Some werefrighted, 
ethers compaſſionated the poor creature's 
condition. And now ſome woul4have lift- 
ed him up» others were againſt is, and 
thought it beſt to ſce what the event of 
h 3 the 
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the buſineſs would be, when, behold, he 
woſe of bimſelf, and trembled 10 more, be- 
\ Eng now cured, and ſtood a ſound may, 
Jooking upon them who gazed upon him. 
Who, think you, of all the company, could 
#ben contain himſelf from praiſing our 
great and good God ? The whole Church 
was filled with the cryes and acclamations 
of the people. From thence they ran up to 
me, where I was ſitting ready to go itt 
proceſſion. They crowd in upon me, one 
after another, every one as he came, telling 
the ſame thing as new, though we had 
beard it again and again fromothers before. 
And now when 1 was full of joy and 
rendering thanks unto Almighty God with- 
2n my ſelf, the young man himfelf cante 
#0 me, accompanyed with many others, 
and fell down at my knees, whom Iraiſes 
again with a kiſs of peace. I went forward 
zo the people, the Church was full, n- 
thing to be heard but loud expreſſions of 
Joy, of praiſe and thanks-giving to Go, 
a0 may being able to contain himſelf, but 
every one crying out on all.fides. IT ſpoks 
#0 the people, -and they Fell again to their 
acclamations louder and louder. At length 
baving obtained ſilence amongſt them, the 
deſſous were read out of the Holy $criptur 
x ace 
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aceording to the Feaſt. But whey the time 
was come for me to preach, Tſaid but little, 
indeed, as the preſent ſolemnity, and the 
exceſs of joy in every one ſeemed to require 3 
for Tthought it better to leave them to pon- 
der the great p'wer of God in his worker, 
then to trouble them with elequence of 
words. The young man dined with us that 
day, related unto us exaftly the whole 
paſſage of his mothers and his Brethrens 
calamities. The next day, after Sermon, 
he promiſed a narration of the whole mattes 
zo be read the day following unto the peoples 
which being done accordingly on the Tacl> 


| day after Eaſter day, I cauſ'd thens both, 


br1ther and ſiſter, to ſtand npþon the ſtepps 
of the pulpit, in which Iwas to preach, 
whiljt the narration was reading. All 
the people ſaw them, one of each ſexz him, 
indeed, they bebeld now free from that 
ſad paſſion of trembliag : which they ſaw 
as yet his poor ſiſter tormented with in 
every joynt of her body. "And they who 
had not happened to ſee him before, ſaw 111 
the ſiſter what the great goodneſs of God 
had miraculouſly wrought in the Brother. 
They ſaw in him matter of joy and congra- 
lations in her they beheld a ſubjef of 
commiſeration, and what their fervent 
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prayers were to be offered up jor. In the 


mean time, their Relation having been 


read, I bad them retire from the throng, 
and began to frame a ſerious diſcourſe con- 
eerning the whole buſineſs. when bebyld, 
whiljt I was ſpeaking, new exclamgtions 
of joy were heard from the chappel of the 
Martyr. Thoſe wh» were hearkning to me, 
turned themſchves immediatly, and began 
to run altogether towards the place. For 
the ſiſter going from the jtepps of the pulpit 
where ſhe had ſtood, went immediatly to 
make her prayers tothe H. Martyr 5 who, 
fo ſoon as ſhe arrived at the railes, fell don, 
in lize mainer, as in a ſleep, and roſe 
perfeily cured,  Woilſt then we were in- 
quiring what the matter was, aud the cauſe 
of ſo great joy, they came with her into the 
body of the Church where we were, bring- 
ing ber from the Chappel «f the Martyr 
whole and ſound But then there began ſuch 
an out cry of admirati-n in all the people 
of both Sexes, that it ſecmcd the noyſe and 
their teares would never have an end, She 
wvas brought to the very place where ſhe 
bad flood ſhaking alittle before. The people 
rejoye'd to ſee ber now become like unto ber 
Brother, whom thty lamented before for 
remaining jo unlike unto bim. And whey. 
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found the goodneſs of God bad accepted 
already of their good intentions, though 
they had wot yet aftually offered up their 
intended devoti ns for her. The noyſe of joy, 
without any articulate expreſſion of words, 
was ſagreat, that we were ſcarce able to 
endure it: And now, what do yiut ima- 
gine vas in tbe hearts of thoſe woho is 
this manner did rejoyce, but only the faith 
of Chriſt, for vuhich the Bl: fl. d St. Stephen 
bad ſpent the lajt drop of his blood 8 
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foregoing Relation, pre- 


ſented to a Friend. 
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TKQ) O give you ſome teſti- 
Y. mony of my readine(s 
to ſerve you in ſome 
weighticr matter, I 
here ſend you what [ 
have done in comply- 
ance with your Jate 
commands. You have here therefore 
a faithfull and almoſt verball Tranſla- 
tion of the 8th. Chapt. of the 22th, 
Bock of St. Azguſtine ot the City ot God, 
into that language which the education 
of thoſe you {fem chicfly to defire it for, 
has made them beſt acquainted with. 
Had that Gentleman who many fears 
ago undertook the whole work (whuch 
15 long ſince extant in print) bcen as 
true tv his taſk, as he was willing ( ac- 
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cording to the. mode) to be favourable 
to his prereſolv'd Principles, I might 
have ſpared this Jittle pain, at leaſt of 
tranſlating, though not cf (erting down 
in pap:r tholc few reticxions, which you 
have tormerly, upon occalion, heard me 
make upon this lubje& , which becauſe 
they were plealing ro you (at leaſt you 
were pleaſed to own them ſo) your 
farther requelt of having them read at 
your command, for memorics take, 
has obliged me not ro ſpare my labour, 
which can never be unpleaſant to me, 
when any ſatisfaction of yours can be 
hoped for. If ſometimes you hnd tne, 
as it were perſonally arguing the caſe 
with him or them whom I pretend to 
oppoſe, I hope you will not be offended 
at the method, which is not unuſuall, 
in diſcourſes of this nature. 

Firſt then Ihope I (ſhall not need to 
mind you that this whole Treatiſe of 
St. Aug. of the City of Gd is ſo uni- 
verſally, both by ancient and modern 
Authours, owned to be the genuine ot- 
ſpring of that great wit, that I cannot 
find any one lo impudent (though 1t 
contain many points, which ſome pers 


chance would be willing c<nough 
£0 
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to deny or concea!e to have been this 
great Doctors opinions) who ever yet 
called this verity in quecftion. Sure I am 
that St. Auguitize himfelt in his 2+ Book 
of Retracations owns it as ſuc, al- 
leazingalto the reafon of his vadertaking 
the work, and making bold co call it 


Grande opus, as moſt certainly it 1s, jn_ 


What acception ſoever you take it, &t- 
ther of I;borious or learned. 

Nay even thoſe who ſeeme to have 
taken a refolution upon them to deny all 
things ot this nature, and to have made 
it their buſineſs to pickup and cull out 
whatloever may afford any poſſible mat- 
ter of exceptions z or be fitted, with 
their pleaſant glaſſes, to make ſport for 
a prophane Reader( ſuch as poſſibly ſome 
one who would adventure to go a ltep 
or two farther, might make with ſome 
paſſages of H. Writ it (elf) and who, 
with great boldneſs have dared to lay 
Fanaticilſme and tondne(s at the dores 


of the great $2. Gregory, venerable Bede 


&c, whom "the world hitherto had 
looked upon as worthy and creditable 
Perſons: yet even theſe, Iſay, thele 
daring. men have thought fit to keep 
themſelves within ſome bounds of mo- 
þ delty 
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deſty in relation to this account of 
miraclcs made by $t. Auflin:; nor have 
they (ſo farr as hitherto they have 
made the world acquainted with their 
thoughts) preſumed to blaſt him in this, 
or any other Relation of his of this kind, 
with ford credulirie, or proclaimed him 
a father of Legends &e. 

Now that which 1 remember raiſed 
admiration in us both, upon the per- 
uſall of this whote Chaptcr, was, how 
any man can think the invocating of 
Saints, the honouring their Relicks, the 
uſe of the ſign of the Crofs, the facri- 
fice of the Body of Chriſt &e. to be no» 
veltics, fince they are here mentioned 
by this ancient Door of the Church as 
having been of uſc in his dayesz and 
that without the leaft contradiction of 
any Orthodox perlon then in being 
but rather with the attcſtation of, and 
approbation by ſo many miraculous 
events from Heaven. The queſtion 1s 
not here about do&unall points, in 
which I know ſome are very ready, 
when it is to their purpoſe, to allot 
even to the Ancient Fathers themſelves 
their exrours and human failings, but 


about matter of fa, whither ſuch things 
' @S 
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as are here related by this Holy and 
learned Saint, did really happen ſoor 
no. It they pretend mitinformations, 
which this great Pcrſon might be ſubjeR 
to, as well as other men 3 let me firlt 
intreat them to have ſo much reſpeR,at 
leaſt for this great DH&or, as to ſuppoſe 


 himno fool. And tecondly let me deſire 


them to remember, that he writ ina 
time when the eyes of many friends and 
encmies, Pelagians, Mauicheans, Ha- 
thens &e- were upon him 3 which con- 
fideration certainly would not permit 
him to fiuft his writings with old wives 
talcsz but oblige him to make firi 
inquiry into the verity 2nd certainty 
ot tuch paſſages, as he was to make uſe 
of tor the proof of ſuch Points of 
Chrittianity as were- then in conteſi a+ 
mongtt thcm. But thirdly, whatever 
his care was in the examination of the 
eXirinfick atteſtations of the things re- 
latedby him, which in ſuch a Pcr(on, 
and in ſuch circumſtances we cannot 
well ( wichout tortciting both our chart 
ty and diſcretion) ſuſpect to have been 
interiour to the weight and importance 
of the matter yet cannot I fee how we 


can, with credit, retufe him our _ , 
0 
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of ſuch particulars, at leaſt (and they 
are not a few) as his own eyes gave 
him eviclent infermation of, unleſs 
we can find in our hearts to give (0 
great a man the downright lye. And 
yet, if all this, to ſome wilfull pre-oc- 
cupied perſon ſhould prove uneffectuall, 
at leaſt this cannut be denyed, but St. 
Aug. without controule of any in thoſe 
dayes, which were above a thouſand 
years ago, ſpeakes here very poſitively 
and confidently of many pra@ices, now 
ſtiled, by ſome, novelties and ſuperſit- 
tions, with approbation, and miracu- 
| Jous attcſiatipn. So that I cannot but 
think it a very pregnant proof, or in- 
deed, demonſtration, that th.y were 
elieemed no novelties nor ſuperſtitions, 
but lawfull and laudable practices, by 
him and all others in his dayes, ſomany 
years ago, as may well (ſerve to vindicate 
them from the imputation of Novellilme. 
This, only in paſſing, for the SatisfaQtion 
of thoſe who pretend a 7Zzal for purity 
of Religion, and are offended at ſuch_ 
paſſages as are found in St. Auguſtin, 
and ſuch illations as moſt connaturale 
ly flow from them, not ſo much becauſe 
they have any thing againſt the _ 
1Me 


him tobe) above thercach of their capa- 


| (41) 
himſelf (whom: at other times they 
woild willingly perſwade the world 
to {uppole tobe of their Party) as becauſe 
Prejudice and Education have gotten 


poſi.flion of their underſtandings, and. 


arc reſolved to keep it in ſpite of Reaſon 
and moſt powerfull Authority. " 
* But there is another (ſort of men 
whom I think e<qually,if not more neerly 
concern®d in this Relationz TIT mean 
your pretended great Maſters of wit, 
who, I tear,many times make not that uſe 
ot ſo precious a treaſure, as It is truly 
capable of, relying ſo much upon that 
which they call Reaſon, that they wholly 
loſe their way to Religion 3 and whillt 
they pleaſe their fapcies with ſome pret- 
ty nice ſpeculatious, become themſc]ves 
meer {cepticks, and, too too often,down- 
right Atheilis. They are not altogether 
bchind hand with that great ambitious 
Spirit, who not being able to reduce 
to known natural! principles, or compre- 
hend the cauſe of the ebbing and flow- 
ing of the, ſea,is (aid to have caſt himſelf 


as a very raſh Sacrifice intoit. For theſe 


men finding the nature of God (as it 
multi needs be ſuppoled, it we fuppoſe 
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city 3 to make ſhort work, think it thejr 
readicſt > couple to $9 him pit off; or, 


| _ them acquainted _ — he 


muſt have .no. care or providence of 


things of this world which are eXtrin- 
ſecall to his qwn being, left he put hims 
(elf into a condition of perpetuall trouble 
and diſquiet. Others, whom I thigk 
all their kind. ought to be highly offen- 


dd at, do fo degrade, and even un-man 


themſclyes, and all their race, that they 
make then, as to their beginning and 
ending, Jigtle (if at all) ſuperiourto the 
meanei} of thoſe creatures which enjoy. 
4 (cnfible Being, and have a feeling of 
thole pleaſuxes they are waturaliy capable 
of placing in them all their preſent, and. 
renauncing all expecation of any other 
future felicity.-And fo are not at all to be. 
wondered at, it having taken up fuch 
Principles, etthey upon truſt or defign, 
they tuft look upon themfelves as the 
chick, 16 not the only thing they are to 
obſerve 3nd gratity, ant then, as is too: 
Irequently teen, become in their hives 
and payuit's Jike anto thoie brutes, 
D whom 
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whom they are by a very wiſe man right-. 


ly compared unto ( ſicut equrs et mulus, 
quibus non eſt intelleas) without un- 
derſianding or reaſon, wholly drowned in 
ſenſuality,and abforp't in beſtiality. And 
yet, which is not on]y ſixrange, but mon- 
firous alſo, whil'ſt they thus become 
meer brutes in converſation, pretend 
Kill to be the only maſters of refined rea- 
fon, and ſpeculationz making it one 
great part of their witty and agreeable 
divertiſements todevide,and laugh at all 
thoſe, who having eſpouſed bettcr and 
nobler principles, endeavour to devcſt 
themſelves indeed of the May, not by 
degenerating into the Nature of beaſts, 
but by raiſing themſelves to the condi- 
tion of Angels, with whom they enc 
day hope and expect to enjoy thoſe pure 
delights which they know very well are 
not to be comprehended by poor mortals 
kere in baniſhment, but believe they 
are prepared tor thoſe faithfull ſervants 
of the great God, in whoſe power and 
will it 15 to provide for them never-fa- 
ding,yet always fatiating delights, when 
thole their mortal bodics ſhall have put 


_ on Immortality. 


. And now to come cloſe to what 1 
would 
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would be at upon this account, .I would 
fain know of any indifferent perſon who 
has not quite abandoned his reaſon, 
whether thoſe great pretenders to, and 
Monopolizers of wit be not at a great 
loſs, in caſe theſe, things prove true, 
which . you have here ſeen related by 
the great St. Auguſtine? whether here 
does not manifeſtly appear (ſo far as 
c&s can manifeſt a cauſe) firſt that 
there is ſome thing 1n the world above, 
or beyond nature : ſecondly that this 
ſome thing has a providence and kindneſs 
for mankiud : and thirdly, that there 
is ſome thing remaining after death in 
thoſe bleſſed Saints, whole prayers and 
interceſſions obtain of the. living God 
ſach miraculous favours for thoſe, who 
humbly addreſs themſelves unto. them ? 
Apainſt the Verity, or certainty of theſe 
things thus circumſtanced by the perſon 
relating, the witneſſes atteſting, | all 
ſucceeding Ages unqueſtionably accept- 
-10g, it will be worth the ſeeing what 
the diſſenting party, with ſome pretenſe 

of reaſon do uſually objze&, + 
For I take them tor men of greater 
parts, and knowledge of the confiitu» 
tion of the world in theſe dayes, then, 
D 2 ' by 


(45) 
by their -peremtory denying the whole 
fiory, to pretend to oblige mankind to 
a tame ſubſcription and Acquieſcence 
to their Tpſe-Dixir*s : themſelves hav- 
ing already banifſht out of the world all 
Implicite faith of this nature at leaft: 
for in an other kind, I preſume, when 
the health of their dear bodies is con- 
cerr'd, they will fill think it neceſfary 


to adviſe with, and rely upon their 


Phyſician in his art, though themſelves 
dive not into the reaſons, nor can give 
any juſt aceount of his proceedings. I 
preſume alfo they will not apprehend 
that they have forfeited any (hare of their 
reaſon, when they give credit to, and 
rely vpcn their Councel in point of law, 
though themiſclves, -perchance, never 
read {o much as Littletou, or under- 
ftand not the ful} import: of all thoſe 
great hard words thoſe learned men in- 
{ert into Conveyances &c. In theſe and 
the hke caſes the Great St. Auguſtine 
Confcfſes 1. 6. Confels c. 5. that atcer 
many doubts and perplexities, which 
himſelf, as well-as ſome others in his 
days had been fubjekt to, he tound it 
abſolutely neceflary to have recourlc to 
Faithevenin human, proceedings, muctt 

more 
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more was he convinced of the neceſſity 
of it in things fapernaturall, which, -as 
ſuch, are ex terminis concluded: to be 
above the reach and capacity of our | 
weak-fighted Underltaridings. 'Inthings 
therefore of this high nature we may 
confide (though we penetrate not into 
the intrinfick Principles of the things 
propoſed) that we proceed-rationally, 
and as becornes prudent men, if, having 
diſcovered ſufficient mbtives 'of the 
credibility of the chings offeretl to be 
believed, we ſubmit, and yeild aſſent, 
regulating our judgments an1-behavi- 
ours accordingly. Thus much a.,good 
Chriſtian knowes to be his duty . when 
ever things appear veſted with Gods 
revelation. But that only, which inour 
preſent caſe (concerning thingsin them- 
{elves 1mmediatly of an inferiour degree) 
I think reaſonable to demand, and ne- 
ceſlaty for the perſons we are arguirig 
with to grant, is, not to deny human 
or hiſtoricall taith, at leaſt to matters 
of fﬀa& propoled with fo many circutm- 
Bances of Unqueſtionable credibility, 
that peremptorily to deny them, with- 
out poſitive and clear evidence againſi 
them, would make the world believe 
D3 their 


_ 
their whole ſoules were turn'd faxcy, 
or will, and that they had renounced 
all right to the nobleft part of man, 
Reaſon and Vnderſtanding. Their only 
courſe then, if they purpole to main- 
tain their pretentions to Rationality, 
mult be to argue cloſely with convin- 
cing proots, both im matter and 
me, with undeniable Premiſes, 
and fairely deduced Conclufions. One 
thing let me begg of them by the way, 
that they will pleaſe to be mindfull, 
that it is highly againſt Reaſon, and the 
Rules of reaſoning, firſt toreſolve upon 
and fix the Conclultion, and then come 
lamely in with the Premiſes. Thus may 
you have heard many a good woman 
prove her child co be the fairelt, becauſe 
be is. Thus may you ſee many a caufc 
menaged with great carneſineſs at the 
Barr, ' though the Councell be not halt 
ſo confident 'of his cauſe, as he is pleaſed 
at. the liberality of his Client, Aﬀe- 
Qion, Willfullneſs, and Intereſt, are 
the true Premiſes and Proofs in ſuck 
Cauſes and concluſions. Many an odd 
argument is allcaged, not ſo much 
proving the thing in queſtion, as evi- 
dencing our good will for it. But1 
expckt 
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expeCt better things from rationall men» 
and pretended lovers of truth. 

Firſt then, they may perchance ſay, 
St. Auguſtine was a man, and might 
conſequently both deceive, and be deceived. 
That he was a man, and no Angel, is 
without queſtion : but withall you may 
take notice that he is held by the whole 
world to have been an honel(i, and a 
koly man, therefore he did not go about 
to deceive : he was ever eſteemed a learn- 
edanda diſcreet manzhe had the teſtimo- 
nies of unſuſpe&ed, dilintereſled per- 
ſons, of whole Communities, of whole 
Citiesz nay of his own eyes in many 
remarkable particulars : Ergo he was 
#2t decerved. It this be not a better con- 
ſequence then any your Might be can 
afford to your purpoſe, I muſt needs 
confeſs we are to ſeek for new Privciples 
of arguing. For to athrm poſitively up- 
on {o remote a poſlibility, that he was 
cither deceiv'd, or defign'd to deceive, 
would be a ready way indeed, but it 
muſt needs be a very raſh ore 

For. never was a meer Poſlibility yet 


| admitted amongſt rational men for a 


poſitive proof of either ſide of a con- 
tradition, which does admit of a con- 
D 4 tingency : 
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fingency: Much lefs can it have place 
indifferencly, whete one fide is fortify- 
ed with ſuch pronfs, 4s greater, cannot 
be required by any unbiaſſed admit 
to a determination in the tubjet mat- 
ter of inquiry. And if this be not al- 
fow'd as ex:Q'y rational, then cannot 
I imagine upon what Principles we can 
bz induced to-/apolicive crediting any 
thing of this natute, in any age of the 
world betote us. 

For they all being Contingencies, 
and che poſitive and negative not being 
poſſible to coexiſt, no Might be, of 
May be, cati determine the judgement 
any further the to a meer ſuſpenſion: 
which is not only prudent, but necefliry, 
whete proots cothie equal on both ſides. 
And as this is neceſſary, upun <quat!ity, 
fo certain'y 1s it moſt rational to incline 
ro ſome one fide upon the prevalency 
of tnotives, or even ablolurely to aſſent, 
whicre they arrive to that degree, that 
no wie man can find, or hope to find 


\ greater in matrers of this nature. D:- 


nonftratively, no May, he, or Mzzbt bc 
can be thought to be oo equall terms 
with it, 

Bur chat which I fuſpec& may make 
you 
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you fo backwardin giving aſlent to this 
Relation of St. Angyitine, may be the 
gencrall prejudice you have apainfſt all 
things of this nature, And this, haply, 
has been bred, and nouriſt't in you 
by your avertzon from thoſe many Le- 
gends fiuft't up, as you imagin, with 
{ucl kind of old-wives tales, which to 
you appear not only improbable by their 
number, but alſo very lyable to excep+ 

tions, by reaſon of Circumſtances. 
What it I ſhould freely grant (as I 
ſhall not make much difficulty to do) 
. what you ſeem here reſolved t6 ſuppoſe ; 
that there have been miſtakes, and pers 

chance abuſes in this kind? What if 
| irankly own, that ſome ignorant per- 
fon has taken that for a miracle, which 
ſome more underſtanding man knowes 
very well to be withm the compals of 
nature z or ſome ſiroug>-tancied creature 
has taken her devout dreamn for a Viſton ?. 
Will your inference hold, Ergo all are 

ſuch , Ergo theſe related by St. Augiitine 

are ſuch Is there no true gold, bcauſe 

fome, upon the touch, has bcen found 
fall? Are. there no true Diamonds, 
becauſe the skilltull eye ot a Lapidary, 
Ir the wheel has diſcovercd lome to be 
CULn= 
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counterfeit ; Then I pray call to mind 
whom you deal with, whoſe reputation 
you {o ſeverely call in queſtion.It is that 
of St. Aguitine, out of whom I did pur- 
poſely ſele& theſe paſſazes, not that I 
' doubt but there are a thouſand as un- 
queſtionable things of this nature, in 
other grave Authors 3 but becauſe Idid 
ſuppoſe (and I imagined I had reaſon 
for it) that thegreat eſteeme and reſpe& 
the world generally has for this great 
man, would gain him ſome credit with 
you alſo, /Tis He that tells you here of 
many cures (luch as whole Conſults 
of Phyſicians eſteemed incarable) 
wrought ſuddenly and permanent]y, 

'Tis He that tells you of Devils call 
out by the force of Prayer and Exor- 

ci{mcs. *Tis He that tells you of many 
dead perſons rays'd ſuddenly to lite and 
health. *Tis he that tells you he ſaw 
many of theſe things when they happen 
ed with his own eyes. 

'Tis he, that tells you of the Tcſii- 
monies of whole Communitics, whole 
Towns and Cities, in proot of many 
particulars. *Tis he that tells you of 
Memorialls given in, and read pub- 
| liquely, and kept carctully, chat they 
might 
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might be confirmed, or contradiGed, 
if any thing occurr to any one ofthole 
thoaſands, who ſaw, or heard them. 
'Tis he, that tells you that there were 
ſo many other Miracles wrought in the 
places he ment jons, and known by his 
brethren then living, to have been 
wrought, that he thought himlſelt 
obliged to put down his excule, for not 
{pecitying them alſo, as well as others, 
which he happens to mention. *Tis he, 
who writ theſe Things in a time, when 
he could not but know, that there were 
enemies enough, both at home and a- 
broad, ( Heathens and Heretiques,Mani- 
cheans and Pelagians, &c.) who 
would have been very glad of the op- 
portunity of diminiſhing his credit, and 
| authority, by diſproving what he had 
writt with (@ much advantage to his 
own cauſe, and fo much prejudice of 
thetrs. This certainly mult needs have 
obliged ſo diſcreet, and fober a perſon, 
to have uted more care then ordinary, 
in the examination ot thoſe Things, 
which he intended for publique view, 
in proot of thoſe great mylteries of our 
taith, The Reſurreqion, and glorious 
Aſcenſion of Chrijt, our Saviour, in Body 


i1xts 
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into heaven. And here by the way give 


me leave to tell you, that this evex 
has been, and to this hour 1s, the con- 
ſtant endeavour of Prelates in the Church, 
(and it is their high obligation.) that 
nothing of this kind be taken, or di- 
vulged, as miraculous, but upon very 
ſtrict examination, authentique proofs, 
and depoſitions of ſworn witneſles, ec. 
So that, it cannot in reaſon be thought 
other, then willfull raſhneſs in any man, 
politively to deny them all, upon no 
better ground, then meere prejudice, 
or ſaſpicion. I pray take notice of what 
I (aid laſt, to dexy them: all. For, tocome 
a little home-to you, I muſt take the 
liberty to tell you, that if any one of 
thefe hundred Mitacles, related here 
by Saint Anguſtine, ot any one of thoſe 
thouſands related, examined, and at- 
telted by others, proves true, your 
buſineſs is done, You will be compelled 
to own ſomething beyond the reach of 


your eyes, Or perchance, underſtandings 


which has a beeing, and a power, 
above the force of nature, manifelting 
it {cIfabundantly in ſuch admirable, and 
Supecrnaturall operations. 

Bur, I pray, Sir, dg you not find it 
ſmart? 
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ſmart? Have I not touch'd the Apple 
| of your eye ? Fox, whatſoever is pretend- 
cd (as becomes a man ipdeed_) of reaſon, 
and rationallity, is not ſcnſe (3d gf, 
E£nfation 3) your Cheifeſt cnginez by 
which you would overthrow what the 
believing world ſubmits unto. Some, 
I confefs, I have heard own itz and I 
tear there are too many, who have it in 
their hearts, that it is great folly tobe- 
lieveany thing, of which theix eyes, or 
ſome other of their material {enſes does 
not inform them. This indeed is plain 
Engliſh 3 and ſuch as makes them under- 
fttood. It has enough of the ingenuity, 
though little -enough of the pretended 
Rationality. Yet ſuch as it is, it1s the 
very language, (as there is reaſon e- 
nough to imagine )_ which moi of that 
Cabal would ſpeak, if they durſt pernnr 
their tongues to be true to their 
tnoughtsz and their reputation were 
not at Stake upon another pretended 
(core, But Jet the whole Rational! 
world judge, whether this be not the 
molt deſperate, and the mott abject 
ſpirit of levelling that ever was to 
leave man, the noble creature of this 
our {ublunary world, upon equall 
'  termes; 


- I 
tetmes, with the meaneſt of thoſe others 
which enjoy the benefit of Senſe: nay 
amongſt which - many (ſome in one, 
ſome in another) ſo far ſurpaſs man; 
chat unleſs he were enabled to challenge 
a ſuperiority upon the ſcore of his Rea- 
. fon, and Vnderſianding, he would be 
forc'd, in other reſpects, to yield pre 
cedency. | | 
But I pray, had not $4int Auguſtine 
Eyes, as well as you ? were all the In- 
habitant's of Hippo, Carthage, Millan, 
and other Towns, and Cities, blind? 
To Suppoſe that, would he very ſirange 
indeed, and beyond the ſpirit of an 
only-illuminated Fanatique. Tofay they 
all- conſpired to cheat you, and that 
no body of thoſe, whoſe concern was 
fo deeply engag'd, ſhould diſcover the 
cheat, 1s a thing beyond wonder. And 
yet one of theſe you are neceſlarily 
reduc'd to unleſs you have ſtubbornly 
relolved, that this alone muſt be your 
rule, to believe nothing, but what your 
own eyes are witneſſes of. And it fo, 
then I pray, Firſt, Suppoſe that yon 
are ſubj<& to be dealt within your own 
kind, and to be truſted, or relied upon, 


no further, then men can meaſure you, 
and 
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and your ations by their eyes. Second-" 


ly, you are obliged never to mention 
Rome, or Conſtantinople, &c. unlels 
ou have taken the paines to travel to 
ſee them. Thirdly, never talk to us of 
your Ariſtotles, Epicurus's &c. for we 
take them from you as meer Chimeras. 
And fonrthly, let us Hatreat you, to 
do the reſi of mankind ſo much right, 
as to renounce hereafter your unjuſt 
pretenſions to both uſe, and ſubſtance 
of Reaſon. This I apprehend ought to 
be done in good conſequence 3 and 
I think you may be oblig'd to it by 
deduction, in as good form, as any 
Logick 15 capable of, But that I may 
not appear too rigorous, and may have 


lome hopes to enter again into your | 


favour, IT will deal plainly with you, 
and tell you my apprehenſion z which 
is, that you are not all {o black, as you 
are painted, whatever the world may 
be apt to think of you, grounding 
them(elves: upon the extravagant fal- 
lics of ſome deſperado's of your Partic. 
For, I make no quetjion, but if ſome of 
you were men ot Trading, and had a 
delign of improving your eſtates, you 
would either lend, or.go, up on like- 

| li- 
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| lyhood ofadvantage,to Aleppo,S canderoony 


or Mexico, &c- though you had.never 
ſcen thoſe hopefull places, but by other 
mens eyes. You would be ready to do 
your. King, or Country, ſervice, as 
Ambaſſadours, -os Agents, either at Ve- 
xice, 01 Conſtantinople, though'you had 
hitherto never {et foot out of little 
Exgland, to aſſure your ſelves of the 
exiſtence of ſuch places, or of the Prin. i 
ces, or States reſident therein. 2 

Be but conſequent to your (elves, and i} : 
I hope we may be good friends again. I ! 
You will fend to Aleppo, &c- by way IN ? 
of Trading : you will go to-Conftanti- ſt 
#ople,&c.in Embaſly : But where is your I F 
aſlurance a)l this while, that therc are ſl t! 
any fuch places in the world, as men I 
here talk to you of ? And here I might I © 
alleadge all thoſe ſeeming poſſibilities of I N 
being miſtak:n, or deccived, which ||| fi 
are wont to be made uſe of, (and is i Y 
imagined with great appiauſe) in mat- 
ters now indiſpute, much, oraltogether, || * ! 
of the ſame nature. For, how do you | di 
know, but your ta&tour, (tar cnough | cc 
out of your ſight) has a mind todilpoſe Þ} by 
ot your goods, for his own advantage, If Pe 


in ſome other place, better known to. || ett 
him, 


—— — 
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him, then Aleppo is to you ? what cet- 
tain ground | have you for .your conf- 
dence, that your Prince has not a mind 
to be rid of you, and ſo ſends you to 
ſome Utopia, or other ? Is this poſſible, 
or not ? 

You will, perchance, tell me, you 


are fo morally certain in theſe your 


undertakings, as to the exiſtence of place 
&c. all the world affirming it, no 
ſober man queſtioning it, that it were 
a ſpice of madneſs, to entertain the 
leaſt doubt concerning it. Moerally cer- 
tzin! I pray, Sir, what mean you by 


that? I ſuppoſe, you never ſaw the 


places with your own eycs. It you had, 
that would have. produced ſomething 
more, then Mbral Certainty, and would 
cut off all manner of doubt, and appre- 
henfion of doubt -indeed. But I do not 
find, that your Moral Certainty, 1s al- 
wales (it ever) of that efficacy. For, 
though I ani morally certain, I ſaw ſuch 
a man in the market-place, whom I 


diſcovered by his ſtature, complexion, 


cloaths, &c. and am emboldened there- 
by to afhxrm, that I ſaw him, - though, 
perchance, but in paſſing, and afarr 


off; yetI will not venture my credit _ 


EF. upon 
5 | P 
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upon at. For. one man: way in ſtature, 
complexion, cloaths,. be like: avother, 
and I may. at @ diſtance. be miſtaken. 
E. hold ſuch a man to be my friend, 
and'an honeſt: man, and;am morally. cer- 
2ain he will not break his word with 
me upon. loane of a hundred pounds ; 
but will pay it again. exadly at the day 
appointed-: but yet for all that I will 
not venture my: money,. without. ſome 
better. ſecurity, then his bare word, 
Lhis, Lfear,. is-not the. Moral Certainty 
you. wouldi be at. 

But.now,. ſuppoſe a queſtion fiarted, 
(in; which your inheritance were con- 
cerned,) whicther {uchan one were your 
Father, or. (to put it on the ſurer fide) 
fuch.an.one (fo. ever reputed by your 
ſelt;.and all others generally ) were your 


Mother? Here, I think, you would: 


make out: ſuch. a Moral certainty, (tor 
1 ſuppoſe, Phyſicall certainty you could 


have. none, cither, from ſelf-evident 


primaples,. or perceptibility of ſenſation) 


that. you; would. venture: your life, and 
fortunes upon it. Here would be a cer-. 


tainty,. which might ſend you to Scan- 
deroon or. Mexico, to the Emperour, or 
graxd: S3gnior, wather then Joſe an in- 

hericance 
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heritance deſcended to you by ſo ſure 
a title. And you could not faile of the 
applauſe of al! wiſe men+for ſo doin 
No man would:cenſure you for it, unke, 
as full of malice and peeviſhnels, as he 
muſt needs be of raſlineſs, and ignor. 
ance. 

By this time then, T ſuppoſe, you 
may have diſcovered ſeverall ſizes, or 
degrees of Aſſurance, in that you call 
MoralCertainty * of which-though ſome 
is ſo weak, as tv'admit, both in ſpecu- 
lation and-praGice, ſome fear and dubi- 
tancy 3 yet others come touch a height, 
that albeit ſome detain them ſtill-withit 
the limits of Moral Certainty, (others 
allowing them ſomething at leaſt of a 
redufiively. Phyſical certainty} yet ſuch 
an one, molt aſluredly.. it is, as leaves 
the ſubje& of its inhefien, in no more 
doubr, or perplexity, concerning the 
verity, or certainty, of its objes: 
Exiſtency,. and conſequently, as pru- 
dently determined: to: a& according]y, 
as it Cognizance thereot had been taken: 
by the very eyes, or ſenſes: | 

This 1 apprehend to be the very caſe, 
in reſpe6t. ot this relation of the great 


Saint) Auguſtin. who affirms many- 0 
E 2 the 
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the things are here related, upon the 


teſtimony of his own eyes, (which to 
him was a Phyſical Certainty) and that 
of others , whole Cittics and townes, 
no man of that age, or many Sublcquent 
ones, contradiing, or railtng any doubt 
thereof: which to us is a moſt pru- 
dential ground, of as much, and as 
great Moral Certainty, as things acted 
in former times are capable to derive 
unto following ages. And now I hope 
no man will undertake ſuch a folly, as 
to go about to make any materiall di- 
ſparity between Time and Place. For 
certainly both are ſubj«& to the ſame 


_ exceptions, where ſenſe has not aCctualiy 


its operation 3 and both equally to be 
afſented unto, when they come attend- 
ed with the ſame ſtrength, and weight 
of probation, Unqueliionably all Nega- 
tive arguments, of #0? ſeeing, &c. mult 
be caſt out of dovures, as of no foxce, 
or conſideration imaginable; unleſs you 
can think it reaſonable, upon the ſame 
kind of proof, or motive, to deny the 
being of a Ceſar, or a Pompey, or of a 


' William the Conqueror, or even of a 


Heary the Sevguth, or Eighth, @c- 
But now, to deal candidly, and not 
| | fubber 
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flubber overany thing, which may ſeema 
to have the leaſt ſhadow of a probable 
dilparity, | imagin this may be one thing, 
which by fome may be rcti<&ed- upon3- 
that though ſome tormer ages, defcend- 
ing from St. Augujtizes daics, did not 
at all queſtion theſe things, but allowed 
thern as currant,yet have there not been 
wanting ſome in theſc latter times, Cand 
thoſe, in profcfiion at leafi, - not at all 
of the party in this preſent diſcourſe 
look'd upon) who retuſc to give cre- 
dit to the things here related z which 
by confcquence become failing in a very 
materiall circumfiance, which thoſe os 
ther mentioned inſtances are inveſted 
with; that they are by ſome queſtioned, 
and oppoſed. 1 know very well, there 
are ſome whoſe concern is ſv to do : 
But upon what grounds, belides what 
have already been mentioned, and I 
hope, to the ſatisfaction of any ration- 
all man, diſproved, I cannot imagine, 
(ſuppoſing this to be the genuine work 
of Saint Aguſtin z which I have not 
yet found any, even of theſe diffenters 
to difallow) unleſs it be this one; that 
this relation containes ſeverall things, and 
* praffices, contrary to their ſuppoſed Ortho= 

EE ag 


CO 
dox faith, or Reformation: mwherefore 
there muſt be, and is, deceipt, and miſtakes 
#1 it. But I pray give me leave to mind 
auch objcors of the caution I gave 
about the beginning of this diſcourſe, 
concerning ſetling the Inference or con- 
cluſion, before the Premiſes or proots 
came under .confideration, which is 
an ex2&q kind of ©5291 aepIeeg? which, 
me thinks, is worth the reflecting upon, 
and 1s here punctually put in practice, 


whereas I apprehend, the argument 


may, and ought to be inverted, and 
xetorted thus. 

The great Saint Auguſtin writes theſe 
things, relates thiſe praftices confirmed 
by miracles done in his own ſight, atteſted 
by thouſands of eye witneſſts z no man, 
3n thoſe dayes, diſproving the maticrs of 
fat: Therefore theſe things are not cou- 
zrary to Orthodox faith, or true Reforma- 
2i0u4. WM this be nota more rationall 
deducGion, then the former grounded 
upon meere coNjecures, or aſuppolall 
ct the Queſtion, let any impartiall man 
judge. | 

There is yet? ahe Reſervez and that 
{cemes to have dividcd it (elf into two 
wingfe The one 5&, that theſe things 

may 
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may poſſibly have been effe@ed by the 
oceult power of nature: the other, that 
he, who knowes the art of applying 
Aﬀtives to Paſfives, (the devil, Go! 
bleſs us) had a hand im them. The 
one ſavours ſtrong of the Phyſitianz the 
other ſmells rank of 'the Pharifee. Bat 
we muſt make as good a ſtand againſt 
them, as we are able. And firſt, me 
thinks, this is juſt the proceeding of 
that peeviſh, 'or ignorant boy z who 
being bidd by his mafter to fpell Flugh 
(a proper name of a man, in Latin 
| Hugo) firſt, fell upon that which was 
molt obvious, H. V. Hu; then Hew : 
But being told that he was quite ont, 
and that there was a'G. in it, preſently 
it was Hug, then Huge: any thing, 
but the right Hughz though this would 
have coſt him as little breath as any, 
or ſome at lealt, of the reft. Bar, for 
the love of God, Gentlemen, (*Tis 
that T wiſh you, as the nobleki exerciſe 
of your wills, and which will much 
facilitate your underfiandings) if we 
mult needs fly to occult meanes, or qua- 
lities, (of which we can give buta very 
flender account, and can by ſuch meanes 
only pretend to cloak our ignorance 

4. un- 
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under certain pretty inlignificant words? 
Such occult meanes or qualities, being 
things, we only gueſs at, and which 
are as remote from our ſenſe, and 


underſtanding, as any thing we are 


prefl'd to.) why ſhould we not rather 
betake our (elves to him, whole Om- 
nipotency once owned, makes al things 
| clear? where as now we grope onlyin 
the dark, and are apt to {tumble at a 
thouſand blocks, betore we are aware 
of them. Is not this one great one, I pray, 
that a body once dead, that is, which had 
loſt the principle of life, ſrould live 
again, contrary t9 the experience, which 
we our ſelves have noted, in thouſands ? 
nay, as contrary to the inclination, and 
neceſlary tendency of nature to corrup- 
tion, as it would He for fire to cool, or 
ice to warm £ But, wich 1s more 
remarkable in our caſe, that this ſhould 
be effected, by only laying a gown, or 
garment, upon the Shrine, or Reliques, 
of a deceaſed Saint, (with invocation of 
God by his interceſtion) and then apply* 
ing the ſaid garment unto the party 
deceaſcd, that he, or ſhe ſhould imme- 
diately recover. not only life, but per- 
fc health, is ſo unheaxd-of an _— 
Y 


[WY et —_— 2 — 


FLY 


”". . co MH. RE DD wo T SE ry ww Re TIRE TH” ONE” UT nn” VERY; 


pes pup, Apa Gan 


(66) 
by way of any power, or vertue, which 
cin be appropriated to pure_ nature, 
that I think, they muſt be deſpcrately 
rclolyed, - who dare allow it fo much. 
as a probability, or indeed poflibility. 
Add to this the ſtrange cures of thoſe 
other diſcaſes, the Gout, Palſy, Canker, 
Filtula, &*c. whereof ſome were held 
abſolutely 3ncurable by the meanes of 
any naturall applications, according to - 
the Aphoriſmes of the great miſters in the 
art of Phyfick : to others, all remedies, 
though applied by very ski!full hands, 
proved very unſucceſsful] ; yet theſe were 
cured (etled'y, and permanently, and 
which was molt to be wondred ar, (ud- 
denly: And that by ſuch meancs, as 
could not poflibly be imagined, to carry 
any natural proportion with ſuch un- 
expected cticas3 viz. by earneſt pray- 
er, by the water of Baptiſme, by flowers, 
which had only touch't the Bodies 
of holy men, by the ſign of the Croſs, 
Occ. 

You will ſay, perchance, that pbax- 
fie can d) much. Surely, we need not 
go farr to prove it, if you can phantie, 
that ſuch things as theſe were done 
by phancy, Iconfefs, I haye hitherto 
taken ' 
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taken fancy rather far a diſeaſe it- 
ſelf, then a.cure for any. T have theard 
of ſomeiindeed, who have fancied ther 
ſelves Kings, and Queens, &e. but I 
never yet heard of any reall Crowns 
they (got by that their fancy; unleſs 


it were crack*t ones :111 Bedlam. I 


have been told of others, "who have 
brought upon themleives very. malig- 


nant diſeaſes, as the fmmall pox, &«. 


by apprehenſion, or fancy; which I 
umagin very fealable, by an oppreſſion 
of the ſpirits, weakening the reliſtance, 
which otherwiſe might have-been made 
againſt the infe&tions Atomesz or 
through conſent of parts, diſordering 
the humours of the body, ſo as to 
prepare nt for any diſftemper, which 
the aire was apt to infuſe. But] 
never yet read, or heard, of a Gout, 
Canker, or fiftula, &c. which was 
either got, or Joſt, by the force of fan- 
cy> <ſpecially in an inſtant: much 
leſs can it enter into any ſober mans 
fancy, how a dead man ſhouldriſc from 
death tolite, and perfc& health, by that, 
which he was immediately before, as 
uncapable off, asa ſtone is of ſmelling, 
or underſtanding. Certainly, if ſuch 


Philoſophy, 
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Philoſophy, or Divinity rather, {for 
there mult needs 'be ſomething more 
then human in it) be once iheld forth 
25-current, our new lect of Fanaticks 
need not doubt ofalarge -cncreaſe of 
prolelytes. Great-bellyed women will 
tancy ſtrongly tor cherries 1n December, 
and not loſe their longing. No man 
will want wealth, health, or conteut, 
if fancy can prove fo omnipotent. But 
| am apt to takethis, (for I cannot be- 
lieve itis intended forany other, though 
ſome of the party make great flouziſhes 
upon it.) for a meer flift, or ſubter- 
fuge or as a dark corner, wherein 
they would faine hide their nakednels, 
that they may not be diſcovercd ; or 
rather that they may not be torced to 
diſcover him, who has put boundaries 
ta Nature univerſally, as well as to 
the Sea, and who has reſerved unto 
himſelf the power of working ſuch 
wonders. 

Now, as for the Phariſees demoninne 
habet, | beſeech thoſe, who pretend 
to Chriſtianity, and the uſe of prayer, 
and {ome Sacraments at leaſt, to re- 
fle&, that theſe were not fit meanes, 
or inſtruments, for the {worn — 
of 
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of them, and the implacable hater of 


m.znkind to make uſe of, in order to 


{o mic? good, as the reftoring health 


to in. ck, and contirming them, and 
al! thc lpcctstors, in the taith ot him, 
who took ti:th upon him, for the de- 
ficaction ot him and ail his works. 
This carries high improbability with 
it, it not impollibilicy. Twas never 
yet heard, he intended ſo much, even 
zemperall good, to any of our kind, 
whatever his knowledge may poſlibly 
be of AFGives and Paſives. Belides, 
that in (ome of theſe paſſages, he muli 
have. ated directly againlt himfclt, 
putting himſelf out of poſicflion : And 
we know who tells us, upon the like 
occalion, Leke. I 1. 18+ that his kingdomt, 
Jo divided,” could nt ſtand long : which 
certainly his intention, and mott mali- 
cious endeavours ever were, and arc, to 
encreaſe, not deliroy. Again, thereſtor- 
ing thedead to life muli needs be a thing, 
as remote from his ſphere of Activity, 
as 1t 15 1mproper for his malice. For thou, 
O Lord, art he, in whom does reſide the 
power of life, and death. Sap. 16+ 13. 
Thou art true, and ſole Authour of life. 
Acts, 3. 15. who rwer't pleaſed to offer up 


thine 
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thine own” precious life upon the Croſs, to 
free ns from the tyranny of this Prince of 
darkneſs, and purchaſe for us a life free 
from all danger of ever dyi»s. 

But this little has been but too much 
concerning this point, in relation to 
thoſe, who own Chriſtianity, and have ' 
any reipe& for the great fervanc of 
God, Saint Auguſtin : who certainly 
never intended to ſet forth to the world 
any thing, which either did belong, 
or couldy with the leaſt ſhadow ot juſt 
ſuſpicion, be aſcribed to, or eſteemed 
the work, of that inveterate enemy of 
God, and his whole Party. 

But now as to thoſe others, who are 
yet to ſeek Religion, and perchance a God 
too, I could heartily wiſh to hear an ob- 
jeRion . ofs this nature made by them. 
I ſhould then hope, they were ſomething 
on their way towards the diſcovering 
ſomething elſe about him, it their eyes, 
or fancies, could once permit them to 
ſuppoſe a being of him, whom this ob- 
jcAHion necef{arily involves. But though 
an hundred publique Exorciſmes, a thou- 
land convictions of witchcratts at pub- 
I1que Aſſizcs, and other trials, have long 


lince made this evident enough, yet 1 
icar, 


—_— 
frar, they will try an hundred: Experi- 
ments more, before chey-williown his per- 
fon, what ever kindneſs they may have 
for his works:Men oftheſe very principles 
Fimagine they: were, who came, not ma- 
ny years fince, unto# worthy, learned 
Gentleman, (from:whom Ihad- the re- 
lktion)) and tolat him plainly, that they 
were nowſatisfied, that therewas no ſuch 
thing, as a devil, either on earth, or in hell. 
Forcertainly if there had been, they ſhould 
have heard fome newes of bim. Foy they bad 
zryed all the tricks, charms, conjutrations, 

&c. that ever they could hear, or read of, 
71 all the books, that ever they con!d light 
pon, ( and'they were not a few) which has 

treated of that black art. But the devil of de- 

vil could theyeither ſee, or bear of. O Gentle- 

men { replyed'this diſcreet perſon) I thought 


you had had more witt, then to imagin the 


devil ſuch afoole, as to make his appearance 
at your Summons: which no power of yours 
conldoblige him to obey) that you might be 
1114uced thereby, (for it ſeems they had ex- 
prefled - themſelves ſo farr, concerning. 
theirintentions ):o believe, or be confirmed 
ny mr belief of a God. Thope, you bave 
 alreadlyfound, ormay (Tam ſure) find bet- 
ter motives to ground your belief upon,then 
any 


(72) +; 
any that father of lies can, or will, afford 
yu, His diſcourſe gertainly; was very: cons 
gruousz and fucty as FE preſume, gave 
thole gentlemen-a much more pleafing; 
fatisfacbion\, then-16 their bold: curiofity 
hadi been complyed within ſome falfe 
aſuncd ſhapes which: was all could: 
poſſibly be expected! from hims who is 
# pure ſpirit, and who, by conſequence, 
is (of himſelfland inhis-wnnature_) no' 
more the-obje& of our corporal eyes,then- 
colour is-of our ears, or ſound'of our taſt. 
But indeed; in-thoſe:circumſtances,. they 
had little! reaſon, (whatever Pad, or 
CompatÞthey migtit' pretend) to-expe&t- 
even ſo- much from that: falſe: {educer, 
when ſomething was to be feared, or 
ſulpeFed; whieh mighr be in any' way, 
beneticiall, or advantageous to: thoſe, 
whom he hates ſo:mortally. Farr then be” 
itfrom us to imagin, that Fiends could 
have any hand; or finger, in'ſuch health 
and life-giving wonders, - as arc here 
related. by'the holy Sainti Atrguftine, 10 
confirmation of Chriſtianity. - 
Oncexception more I find made; and' 
much infilted upon by-ſome,by which(up- 
n aſuppolition ofthe preſcnr)they would 
lin m3ke' the worid' believe, they have 
{ome 


(733). 
fome reaſon todeny, or, at leaft, queſtion 
things ſo long agopaſſ*t. For why (fay 
they) if the ſame power be ſHII 3n being, 
are not the ſame, or the like miraculous 
events, heard of, or ſeen in theſe our daies, 
as did appear in the time of St. Auguſtin, 
and other former ages This mult needs 
be confcil't a bold undertaking, thus to 
demand an account ot him, whoſe will 
1s his Efſence,and whoſe ations ad ertry 


(thatis, in relation to creatures) are all 


aSfree, as his great Intrinſecall Attributes 
ot Wiſdome, Goodneſs, Omnipotency, &ei 
are neceſſary, and clentiall to his inde- 
pendent being. But it 15noe improper te- 
fult of that liberty theſe men aflume unto 
themſelves, or of the libertiniſme they 
profeſs, and are ſuch adorers of, to oblige 
even God himſclf, under pain ot being 
denyed, or dilavowed by them, to ſhew 
himlſclt to their eyes, their corporal cyes 


I mean; (for to their intelleEtual he 


does ſufficiently manifeſt himfclt, it they 
did not.wilfully ſhut them) when, and 


where their humour thinks fit todemand 


it of him. | 
You may remember, that this was the 
very Heatheniſh queſtion, which wasput 


to St. Aguſtiz himſelf, as he mentions 1t 
in 


in—o—_ ——a ha [ %\) enim, If nd a ana. a _ 
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in the beginning of this his «ghth Chap- 
ter; and which he an({wers, Firſt with 
Pt tting the prodigy upon them, who 
now demand miracles for their belief, 
having had ſufficientteftimonies offormer 
miracles, which have already ſetled the 
world ( tor the moſt, and wilſctt part ) in 
a {tate of credulity. You know alſo.that 
the ſeveral relation of miracles, wrought 
in thoſe very times, when this queſtion 
was put to him, and are in this chapter 
ſummed up together, were ex abundante 
allcadged by this great DoGtour,toſhew, 
thatthe hand »f the ſame omnipotent God was 
10t abbreviated. And all men, that have 
heard any thing of the paſlages of theſe 
our daics, and are not prerefolved to be- 
lieve nothing but thejr own eyes, may, if 
they pleaſe to take notice of them, or the 
dclign I have inhand, (which wasonly 
to ſet down my reflexious upon this one 
chapter of St. Aguſtine) would permit 
me ro mention them, be abundantly fa- 
tishcd, that ſuch ſupernaturall works 
have been in all ages, and arefti/l, wrought 
by the ſame hand, and by the ſame 
meanes, as may (crve toconvince any im- 
partial ſober man of the truth we are 
pleading tor. 
| y And 
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And that T1 may not ſeem to (ay this 
meerly gratis as alſo,that I may,in ſome 
meaſure,comply with that method, which 
the great St. Augaſiine made uſe of, 
though with ſome {mall encreaſe of un- 
expected paines,( which my alſo engage 
you to an additionall of Patience ) I will 
make bold to touch upon ſome few re- 
marqueable paſſages, (amongſt many ) 
in which either the undoubted authority, 
or unqueſiionable impartiality of the 
writers, or the things themſelves ſo freſh 
in memory, .as even to admit of living 
witneſſes, (ſome of them at leaſt) may 
juſtify me. 

But here, I ſuppoſe I ſhall not be al- 
lowed to mention the miracles recorded 
by St. Gregory the great, in his Dialogues, 
and other works,nor thoſe of his Zealous 
miſſjonaries, ſent for the Converſion of, 
orcliabliſhing Religion in our Country, 
although Mr. Fox himſelf, in his A&s and 
Monuments, printed in the year 1576» 
Pag- I I7. faith of St. Auſtin, and thote 
who accompanied him in that great en- 
terpriſe, that the King was moved with 


the miracles, wrought thraugh Gods hand 


bythem&c. and although the ſame are 
atteſted by many of the tame age, and 
par- 
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patticularly by our venerable Country= 
man, Bede, in the age following , who 
adds many more, of his own knowledge 
ſome, others of unqu«ſtionable authority. 
Thoſe recorded by St. Hierom, St. Am= 
broſe, St. Chriſoſtome, St. Athanaſius, Pal- 
ludius,Theodoret, Laftantins, Epiphanins, 
St. Cyprian, Euſebius, Evagrins, &c. all 
men of great prudence, and integrity 3 
although many of the particulars written 
by them, are owned by Ofiander and the 
Centuriſts, &c. (no friends of ſuch won- 
ders, which both in ſubſtance, and man=- 
ner, make highly againſithem, and their 
up»ſtart tenets) would, I fear, be ſubjc& 
to the ſame exception, as being of too 
ſiale a date. And thoſe of St. Malachy, 
written by his familiar friend,Sz. Berxard 
as alſo thoſe of St.Bernard himſelf, written 
by his contemporary,and ſcholar,Godefri- 
dns : as alſo thoſe wrought by the two 
great founders of Religious lite, and Or- 
ders, St. Francis, and St. Dominick, and 
many others,though not many ages tince, 
. yet becauſe ſomething at leali out of ours, 
and our fathers memories, will hardiy be 
admited as current. But why thoſe mi- 
races wrought almoſt in our own daies, _ 
at the converſion of Cougo, a region of 
= my Afrique 


(C77) | 
Afrique, which are recorded by Mr. 
Abraham Hartwell, in his book dedicated 
to the Archbiſhop, Anno 1597. and done 
| by Gods omipotency in the preſence of 8 
whole Army, (lib. 2. cap. 3.) and the 
ſame mentioned, and acknowledged by Mr. 
John Porey, mot long ſince of Gonvill and 
Cajns Colledge in Cambridge, in bis Geo- 
graphicall deſcription of Africa, publiſhed 
in the year 1610. page 410. 413. where 
be approves of, and commenas Mr. Hatt- 
well for publiſhing bis foreſaid Treatile 
why theſe, I ſay, and ihe like, ſhould 
now be diſputed, I {ee no ground, or 


reaſon, it there be any thing ot credit, or- 


belief, Jeft.in the world. Agam,thoſe many 
miraculous pzſlages, which have happen- 
ed at Lwett/,at Our Ladies of Sichem Ec 
are ſo witneſſed, and owned, by the 
whole Chriſtian world, as evident ſuper- 
natural works of the omnipotent hand 
ot God, that ot him, who ſhould now go 
about tocontradi& them, we might with 
all the reaſon in the world ſay, whathe 
great Jails Lipfines has, in the preface of 
his Diva Sichemenſis,or Aſpricollis, printed 
at Aniwerp, inthe year 1605+» Puid enim 
de bominibus dicam,@c. For what ſhall I 
ſay of ſuch men who ſhould go about to deny, 


or 
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or ſo much as doubt of theſeſy evident things, 
bus that they are not men? or, that they 
wilfully ſhut their eyes, that they may not 
ſee ſo clear « ſun-fhine of truth? For, moſt 
of theſe things have been evident to oxr wery 
ſenſes, And again, in the beginning of his 
fttn chapter 3 Behold, theſe things were 

done in our very ſight, and bearing. They 
were celebrated with the cnc ppla, 
and ſpiritual profit of nations. what creais 
can be given to human things, if it be hexe 
dexyed? I cannot omit toput you in mind 
of that one particular paſſage, which 
you may have met with in this Author, 
» Chap. 45-concerning one Fohx Clement, 
,znative of Braxelles, who was of fo de- 
, formed a ſhape, his thighs and his feet 
,, being contracted and curn'd upwards 
,» cowards the fore-part of his breaſt, ſo 
- » 85 his knees did grow,and ſtick thereto, 
» his body round, or ſpherical], unfit to 
,{tand, lie, or go3 and had been fo, and 
known to be fo, by the whole town 
, of Bruxelles, for twenty years 3 that 
,» was, from his nativity, or rather from 
>the time of his being cut out of his 
, Mothers womb, after ſhe was dead in 
., labour of ſo monſtrous a creature. This 
» poor man then,as Fujtus Lipſius relates 
# F I 92 n 
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vn his foreſaid book, and fourty fifth 
,,chapter, in the year of our Lord 1603: 
and moneth of Fuly, being moved in 
,» his mind to go to our Ladies Chappel 
,zat Sichem in Brabant, where he had 
,» heard of many miraculous cures report- 
,»&d to have been done, was carricd thi- 
ther ina wagon, and having done his 
,,devotions with much fervour, and con- 
,» fidence, 1n concluſion he felt his con- 
» tra&ed, and bound up thighs and feet 
,» to be looſed, and ſiretched forth, fo as 
»» preſently he (tood on his feet, to the 
» great amazement both of himſelf 
,» and the beholders, who had ſeen in 
,» what a {ad condition he had entred into 
»» the holy place*that very day. Lipſius 
»» profcficth, that he himſelf examined the 
»»ableſt phyſicians he could meet with, 
»» about this accident, and they all con» 
»» fefſed, (though ſome of them, ſaies he, 
»3not at all credulous -ot things of this 
Nature) that this was certainly an ctlect 
,» of the -powertfull hand of God. And 
»» the thing was made ſo publique by the 
-»diſcourle of all, that fundry gentlemen, 
,» attendants of the Earle of Hartford,then 
,» Ambaſladour in thoſe parts made it 
zz theirbuſine(s to be ſatishcd of the truth 
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, of things, as well by ſceing, and inter, 
,, rogating the party himſelf, as by othe, 
>, publick, and authentique teftimonie, 
», of the fa, and could not diſcove 
,,any thing with rcafon to except againſt» 
» Tbis is freſh, as I may ſayz having 
, happened in the very age we live In. | 
I might alſo think it very reaſonable, 
to exact ſome credit to be given to thoſe 
firange things done in the other world, 
I mean in the Tadjes, by the meanes,and 
interceſſion of the great Apoſile of thoſe 
parts, St. Fraxcis Xaverizs, in the times 
neighbouring cloſe to our age alſo: The 
particulars whereof were examined 
with very great ſiri@nels, by the expreſs 
command of the king of Portagall, and 
atteſted by the oaths of ſo many perſons 
of worth, and reputation, that the Au- 
thor of the book called Rerum in Orieate 
geſtarum Commentarius, may well be al» 
lowed to ſay, as he does pag. $8. and be 
believed, that xpoy execution of the ſaid 
King of Portugalls commiſſion to his Vice= 
roy, for examining the ſaid miracles &c. 
and Certificate thereupon being made, it did 
appear, that Xayerius, in teſtimony and 
proof of the Chriſtian faith, by him then 
preached, and taught, cured miraculouſly. 
F 4 the 
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the dumb, the lame, the deaf, and with bis 
word healedthe fick: and (fol. 9g.) raiſed 
ſundry dead perſons to life > and that after 
his death; (as is there related, fol. 1 4) 
Anno 1552. the grave being «pened 
wherein his dead body fir a time bad lain 
buricd in lime- to the end his naked bones 
mpht be carried from thence t1 Goa (fol. 
T5.) they found bis body not only uncon- 
ſun'd, but alſo yeilding forth fragrant 
ſmells; although in the ſevere triall, and 
ſearch,made bye 'mmand of ſome great-ones, 
it was found, that he was neither embalm- 
ed, nor bowelled. His body is ſtill kept at 
Goa 3 Where to this day (ſayes the Com- 


mentary) it remaineth free from corruption 
witneſs whereof (ſaith the ſaid Treatiſe ) 
are all the Inhabitants of that City, and 
travellers, that repazre thither. 

It is not many years fince that Com- 
mentary was written; which ſpeaks in 
this manner of that holy Saints body, 
remaining 2xcorript to that very day. And 
to our comfort the ſame wonder fill 
continues even m our daies, as very late 
imformation aſſures us, eſpecially trom 
the mouth of a worthy grave perfon, 
whole care it was, for tive years toge- 
her, to ſee it decently kept and who 

| Was. 
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was a daily Eye-witneſs, during that 
time, of the miracle. 

Neither has Almighty God been back- 
ward in his favours co Exrope allo, by 
the meanes of the ſame great Apoltle 3 
as might be evidenced by moſt authen- 
tique proofs, had I not tran{greſſ?d too 
farr in this point already. And yet in 
thisI hope no very unpleclian wldaek 
muij beg youz leave to tilt alittle longerz 
at leaſt till T have minded you of that 
famous miracle, wrought upon the per- 
fon of Mrcelly Maftri!/lz1n Naples, inthe 
year 1584+ on the third of Jan. in ſome 
of our mcmorics, I am ſure of it, You 
may ſee-it more at large in Bartoli, Or 
in the Jate learned Treatiſe of Reaſon aud 
Religion, written by E. W. with the 
proofs, and unqueſtionable teſtimonies 


thereof. There are thole yet living, (as _ 


you may ealily guels) who were wit- 
ncflcs of the wonder, and ſaw with their 
eyes a man deſpaired of by all the Phy- 
fcians, and ſurgeons; who having layn 
molt dangerouſly lick of a violent teavaur, 
cauled by a teriible wound received in 
his head, twenty-four-daycs together, 
withall the ſymptoms imagirable of 
death upon him, infomuch that all things 
neceflary 


f 
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neceſſiry for his buriall were put in q 
readine(s, upon a ſudden, ard almalt in 
a mvoment as I may ay, by a viſible ap- 
parition of that great Apoſtle, St. Fray- 
cis Xaverius, and by the application only 
of certain holy relicks, according to the 
dircCtion of the ſaid Saint, fo perfectly 


reſtored to health, that he, who for mas - 


ny daics before had not been able co turn, 
or ftirr himſelf in his bed, immediately 
rele nimbly out of it, threw off the lin- 
nen, with which the wound of his head 
was bound up, cat} himſelf down upon 
his knees, to give God thanks for his 
miraculous reſtauration, by the inter- 
ceſfion of his holy patron; and then re- 
freſhed himſelf with eating ſome thing, 
whereas he had not been able for many 
dayes before, to ſwallow ſo much as a 
drop of water.. That very night he writ 
the whole relation, of what had paſſ' 
with him and the bleſſed Saint, with his 
- own hand, ſaid maſs in the Church the 
next morning, and that very day, for 
many hours together, was obliged to be 
pre{ent at the juridicall. examination of 
the tact,before the Cardinall, Archbiſhop 
of the place: And all this after ſuch cx: 
trcmity of weakneſs, bothfrom his long 

, lack- 
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fickneſs, and almoſt continuall fits of 
Convulſion, without the leaft dithzulty, 
or decay of ſpirits. Not long after, hav- 
ing firſt aſſiſted the Lady, his mother, in 
her laſt ſickneſs, he prepared himſelf for 
the performance of the vow he had made, 
during the time of his danger, (and 
which the bleſſed Saint, who appeared 
to him, cauſed him to renew in his pre- 
ſence.) of dedicating himfelf to the aſ- 
filtance. of poor fſoules in the Indies, 
where (as now at the time of his cure 
foretold him by the H. Saint) he, ſome 
tew years afrer, ſuffer'd martyrdome for 
the faith of Chriſt: which alſo was not 
without miracle. for, having by the pow- 
er of God, eſcaped the ordinary cruel 
torture of water, uſed by thoſe Barbari- 
aus, and which none ulc to paſs with- 
out certain death, he was at length be- 
| headed, afcer the executioner had f(ever- 
al timcs endeavoured todo his office, but 
without effc& 3 his {trength fai'ing him, 
till the holy man himlelt gave him leave, 
or commiſſion, for it. And of this pro- 
phelie concerning his dying for Chritt, 
(which could not be, bus trom theall- 
{eeing providence of God) there are 
mapy yet living, and among others my 
uns 
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dnworthy {e'f, who can declare upon 
oath, - that they had notice of it, {ome 
years before it came to pals. In ſo much, 
that as Thave hen informed from a vety 
good hanJ, tielate Lord of Caeraazrvan, 
that valiant ant worthy p:r{ſon, who 
afterwards teſtifi:d his loyalty to his 
prince by the lois of his lite. happening 
to be in the court of Spin, when Ma 


firiili paſs. by Madrid in his way to take 


ſhipping for the T:dies, and in the pre- 
fence, and by the command of the king 
of Spain, was obliged to make relation 
of the whole paſſage of his miraculous 
cure, the {aid Lord of Caernarvan was 
heard to ſay, that if the man did go into 
the Indies, and there loſe bis life, as hehad 
ſaid was foretold him, he would believe all 
he ſaid for ſcripture. T wonld 10 God ſome of 
our Nullifidians could be perſwaded to be+ 
lieve it, at leaſt as farr, as human faith 
ſeems to oblige them. Thould hope, it 
would b: a ſtep, or diſpoſition toward 
their believing ſomething, in which they 
are more nearly concerned, 

But againſt much of this I hear there 
1s a certain Engliſh Doctour,(who not- 
withſtanding would gladly ſee ſome of 


theſe things with his own eyes; and then 
be 


(86) 
be would tell us more of his mind) who 
for once is contented to enter into league 
with a Roman Dodcour 3 though other- 
wiſe he ſeems to hate (as bad as Hell 
docs Holy-water)) any thing, that has 
relation to that ſuperſiitious place 3 and 
he tclls us from his Roman Dre that it 

zs ſo ordinary ant 
Dr. Stillingfleet, ix his effc@ of natureto 
2+ diſcourſe, in viudica- Ppreſcrve bodies a 
tiow of the Proteſtaut loug time from 
grounds of faith : pag. eorruption,bythe 
685. and pag. 617. uſe of lime, &*c 

that it is meere 
ignorance to take the late mentioned incor- 
ruption of #he body of St. Francis Xavier, 
(which the rcit of the world fo much 


|| admires, as an cttc of the divine good- 


neſs to that Apoliolical man) for any 
thing extraordinary, and preteraatural. 
But with this DoEtours good leave, the 
general per{waſion of the world, (a- 
monglt whom we tind ſome Doctours al- 
lo) grounded upon expcrience, and the 
corrading, or rather Caruſttck, quality, 


- and torxce of zxſleck't lime, (not 10 pro- 


f 
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pcrly, perchance,expretſed by the Romar 
Doctours fingle word Calx) with which 
the budy of St. Xaverizs Was twice co- 
vered, 
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vered, is contrary. But then we would 
gladly know, from this learned empirick, 
how this dead body of the Saint came 
to be preſerv'd entire, freſh, moiſt, and 
ſweet, (more then ordinary living bo- 
dies;many moneths, nay years, after that 
natural preſerver of his was taken from it: 
or whether he has any thing in his own, 
or his Roman DoGours experience,which 
tells him, that bodies once covered with 
lime, doafterwards preſerve themſelves, 
or are preſerved by ſome relict quality, 
from the lime for moneths and years. 
This, Iam ſure, would be new, and 
worth ſo great an Exg/iſh DoGtours in- 
vention. For his Roman DoGtour does 
here abſolutely deſert him ; who in the 
ſame place, and number cited by our 


Exgliſh DoQtour,concludes it to be mira- 


culous, where there are found ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, as were diſcovered by many 


_ curious Inſpeours into the incorrupt 


bedy of St. Fraxcis Xavier. But any thing 
mult paſs, rather then God ſhould ſeem 
to have any regard to the honour of his 
Saints, or any miraculous thing be done 
by them, or at their interceſſion. 

And yet 1 am halt of opinion, that 


this good Gentleman, (whether —_— 
c 
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he was well awars or no, I cannot well 
tell) had ſome more reſp:& then ordi- 
nary, for this great Apolile of the Indies 
ſceing he 1s Pleas'd to own, that if it 

were at any time reaſon- 
Dr. Stilling- - able to expe a power of 
fleet,ibid-page miracles, it would be for 
015. the converſion of [ni"dels 

and Xaverins, and his com- 
panions (poor Romiſh Prieſts and Jeſuits) 
going upon ſo generous a defign, mizht be 
favoured in it by fome extraordinary feds 
if dzvine power. Only he (the gov Do- 
our) would willingly have appointed 
God, what miracles he thould have cm- 
powered them to work, in this, and the 
like occaſions. Utinam ſaperet, & inteilis 
geret, @fc. 

But now the ſcene' is altered again. 
For as to all thoſe miracles, whoſe relution 
we have from the Teſuits, we arc ( ſaies he) 

to conſider, what credit 
Dr. Stilling» their teftimony dejerves 
fleet, ibid.pag. with us, For, if they are 
617. men, who think it lawful 

to lie for agn0d cauſe, ( as 
no doubt the honeur «f their jociety is ſuch 
with them) how can we with any toley- 
sole diſcretion relie upon their words? Thus 
Es this 
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this ſevere Do&tour is pleaſed fo pre. 
ingage his Reader. What credit they may 
have with ſuch pre-refolv'd Gentlemen, 
as himlelt, and his like, I know not; 
But we have a veiy ill account of things 
abroad, it very many (who think them- 
ſelves no fools ncither, and who have 


had ſome reafon to be better acquainted 


with theſe mens principles, and proceed- 
ings, then he, who( tor all that we know) 
nevcr law, orconvers'd with any of them 
in his life,) have not another opinion of 


them, then the character here beſtowed, 


upon them ſeemes to allow. And yet! 
perceive the man is ſomething wary (09, 
and uſhcrs m this pretty piece of Civili- 
ty of his with an If. If they are men, who 
think it lawfull-to lye for a good cauſe,&c. 
It would be ſomething ſatisfactory, to 
{tc in what Authour ot theirs (and it is 
ten to one, he has ſeen more then one 
of thcm, in the liktraries of the univer- 
fitics, or perchance in his own cloſet) 
he finds this ſuppoſed dodtrin of theirs, 
that it is lawfull ta lie for a good cauſe. 
Fhus much I promile him, that if he can 
prove this to be their doctrin, Iwill yoyn 
with him, and proclaim them not only 
knaves, but very fo:ls allo: (and thatis 

not 


(99) 
not the Character. the world generally 
gives them: ) ; For, though a lie may 
take for once, when *tis handfomely 
told, and may bring fome advantage 
with itz, yet to make A trade, and open 
profeſſion of it, (which they mult needs 
be ſuppoſed to do, who. hold it lawfull 
&c.) and hope to thrive by it,, were 
to take the xctt of the worid to;be of 
very weak capacities,, and to go abuut 
to impoſe upon all mankind, ' which 
were 1n «4+ to: declare themſelves, 
utterly void of all wit, and unfit for 
human converſation... It is true, Omnzs 
homo mendax. Every 'man, one time 
or other, by the common corruption of 
nature, .is ſubje& to be falſe to: his 
principlcsz and to offend againſt ome 
known vezity : ncither dc I fnd, that 
Black coates are excepted. in the general 
claulc. - But to do it, and hold it ;lqmwr 
full. to lie, fur a good, or bad cauſe, is 
a thing, for which Lam prctty. ſure, 
none ot their- Authors can be quoted, 
whom the Doctuur is fo civilly pleaſed 
to father it upon. I contcls, It; is.a 
pretty odd patlage(ecſpecially with thoſe 
plealant Comments upon it) which the 
DoGoux, upon the back of this his 
| G uns 
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 unexpeaed Cantion, fetches-as fart as 
Perſia But, I find the Do@our him- 
ſelf is pleaſed to turniſh Hierom Xavier 
with ſeveral Authors, (gocd or bad, 1 
am not now in humour to diſpute; 
for ſo much as his talent of inventing 
untruths is concern'd) for part of which 
this one (very poſlibly indilcreet) Feſuit 
did utter z the Do@tour himfelt mak- 
ing up the reſt of the fiory with (cveral 
interp latizns from others, whom we 
take to be none of Xavier's tribe. But 
yet we do not find, that he was either 
ſo impious as to pramulge this by way 
of a new Goſpel, or (o infolent, as to 
inſert many things, taking them even 
from the D..Atours own relation, (which 
notwithltanding 1 bepg his leave, 
with time and opportunity to exan:n 
a little further, before 1 enter it into 
my Creed) ſo maliciouſly falſe, as to 
ground fo general a ſuppoſal, that thoſe 
of bis calling think it lawfull to lie for 
a good cauſe» But it is remarkably 


the fortune of this great Dodtour, to - 


be alwaijes undertaking, and endea- 
vouring at great and cXtraordiniry 
things: ſuch as indeed many have f0- 
berly queſtioned, whether himſelf did 


Jl 
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in reality hold to be ſuch Traths, as 
 heſeems to ſet them out for. 

Sure we are, moſi, or many of his 
own pretended: Party do not think 
themſelves obliged to maintain or be- 
heve them as ſuch. ©; aimium probat, 
mil probat, is an Axiome, which every 
freſh man 1s ſoon acquainted with, and 
knowes, by the very light of nature, 
what ſuch Proofs amount tos 

But now, as to this particular, of 
the Feſuits holding it lawfull to lie for 
2 good cauſe, the thing appearing to me 
to be matter of Fad, to be made good 
either out of their Books, Leflons, 
Sermons, &@*c. or notorious general 
practice, me thinks I have reaſon to 
expe& ſomething more home, and 
politive, then- has hitherto been al- 
leaged, or brought to light. Till this 
/be cffcEually done, I mutt believe, I 
am obliged to confirm my judgment 
to that of the generality of Knowing 
menz who have heard thcm fo often 
texch much bettex things in their 
Schools and Pulpitsz; and who have 
found them more- civil in their con- 
verſation, then cither to praiſe any 
\ ſuch thing themſelves, or brand a 
G3 large 


.- vn) 


large community with it ; in which 
thcre be many, who by their quality 
in the world, as Gentlemen, deſerve 
more civil treatment, from.thoſe, who 
know, what Breeding is. 
.-Amonglt others of them I find the 
forementioned Marcello Maſtrill;z ups 
on whom was wrought that remar- 
kable cure, deſcribcd fo lately, and 
which happened ſo few years ago. 
This good man was, and is, owned 
by the chict nobility of Naples, to 
have been a near relation ot theirs; 
nm one, who by his aGtions brought 
Oo ſtain upon his family : And yet he 
alſo muſt fall under the general ccn- 
fure of our kind Do@&our, and be 
reckoned among thoſe, who make no 
{cruple to lie for a good cauſe, &« 
But could the Do@our make this a- 
&ion good, if his being a lier, 1 fhould 
not ftick to enter that other, of his 
being a fool, For, that a man ſhould 
firetch a little too farr, jn hopcs of 
fome profit, or preferment, 1s that, 
which perchance may pals for wit, 2s 
the world goes now a daycs» But that 
a man ſhould invent a ttury, which 
ſhould oblige him to laye his native 
country, 
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country, where he wasin good efteem, 
both tor his birth, and paris; which 
in probability had becn attended with 
2 tortune an{werable, before he aban- 
doncd it, (as many more.are known 
to have dune) upon better motives, 
as may weil be imagined, then to take 
up a trade of lying. T:at he ſhould 
(1 fay,) in this manner oblige himſelf 
to quit all theſe advantages, and e&x- 
poſe his perſon to a long and danger-' 
ous Journey, and to the cruelty of a 
ſav:ge pcople, from whom he could 
expc&t nothing, but what he fourd, 
barbarous utage, and a cruel death, is 
b.yond any maxims of modern wit, or 
ditcretion, But the picrcing Do&our 
wiil (pcrhaps) tell us, that the hoyonr 
if bis ſociety was the good cauſe, which 
pat him upon the contrivance, and obs 
liged him to the exX.cution according- 
ly, It this- could be made out, I 
ſhould confuts, 1t were fomething to 
be admired indeed, that a man'in this 
ape, tor ſuch meer t1uman reſpets,ſhould 
become ſo great a ſelf dexjer: But I 
doubt, would hardly be imitated by 
any, but ſome of his own party who 
by) his example have been moved to 
G2 abandon 


(95) 

abandon likewiſe their native coun- 
tries, and comforts, and venture their 
lives through ſea and land, upon the 
only {core ot relieving the (piritual ne- 
cellities ot thole poor deſolate Nations, 
Could . we once fee an example of this 
kind in ſome of thoſe, who pre 
tend {0 much Zeale for the Goipel, 
we might, perchance, be moved to 
think better of their Principles. But 
though their merchants, and tactours, 
venture indeced yearly into thoſe Eaft- 
exn, and Weltcrn parts, to fetch us 
home gold and filver, and filks, and 
ſpices, and Jewels, &c. Yet 1 never 
heard of any of the good Dactours 
Partizans, whv ventur'd ( without, 
or: with a Viaticam) to go to thoſe 
remote parts upon the bare hopes of 
encreafing the flock of Chriſt, aud im- 
proving their fiock no otherwile, then 
by ſuttcring all manner of evil uſages, 
dangers, wants, and many times death 
it (elt, 

But not to wrong the good Doct- 
our, nor put more inctvility upon him, 
then lome, perchance may apprehend 
he dclerves, I muſt own, that I find 
him ſumetimes inclined (as pages 684 
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of his Second diſcourſe) to ſuppoſe 
this paſlage of Maſtrilli's miraculous 
cure to have ſomething of truth in 
i:; and I am apt to think he has 
ſome reafon for it z there being ſuch 
irrcfragable teſtimonies of many, who 
were not [cfuits, tor the poſitive verity 
of if 5 and (olitle to be (aid for the 
n.garive, For which notwithſtanding, 
couid it have been done, I believe, 
he might have found ſome curious 
wel-wiilers of the Feſaits, who would 
ve bzen 1nduſtrious and ready enough 
to have furniſh:d materials. | 
Bit then he comes off again with 
E. W. Andasks him, what this, or 
the like, would make to the proof of 
Pope Pius the fourth*'s Creed ? As to 
that I (hall leave him to E. W. and 
others; who, I make no queſtion, 
will do him reaſon. But I mutt entreat 
him in the mean time, that out of his 
animolity againſt E, W. he will not 
deprive us ot ſuch grounds, as make 
againſt Atheiſm tor Chrifiianityz the 
lupporting ot which was my only de- 
lign, whileſt I mention this, and fome 
trw other late. paſſiges : ſome of 
which I hope , the kind DoGour will 
G 4 _ not 
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not be two earneſt againſt, but think 
well of, and allow 3 at leaſt of thoſe 
mentioned by Saint Auguſtine: And 
then I have my end in ſubſtance : 
though thefe others, alleaged (as 1 
aid) ex abundante, ſhould fall under 
ſtronger exceptions, then I tind as 
yet | brought by any body againſi 
them. | 


Having made fo good a return, as 
I hope, out of thele forreign parts, 
IF mult needs ingage your patience once 
more, whileſt T touch upon that, which 


happened fo lafely in Spain, 1n the 
year. 1640+ to one Michael Pellicer, 
who: had his leg reſtored by the inter- 
ceſſi-n of our bleſſed Lady, after it had 
been cut off, ſome four fingers below 


the knee,” and buried in the ground, 


above two whole years before, The 
Particulars you may find alſo more at 
large,in the forecited Reaſon and Religion, 
pag. 328. Certain it is, that there 
were many grave perſons, as you may 
there'read, who had the Examination 
of the buſineſs many, who knew 


the young man, whileſt he was lame 


by the lols' of his leg. (the Surgeon 
allo well known, who cut it off) as 


alſo 
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alſo when he went perfe&ly, and ſound 
afterwards, upon both his: legs; the 
one being ſudden'y reftored to him, 
by the interceſſion of the Bleſſed Virgin. 


Certainly it this . was ſo, it docs :de- 


monltrate a power more then human, 
and above nature. That it was ſo, after 
the teſtimonies of ſo many eyc-witne(- 
ſes, and the fſirit'examination-made, 
and ſub{cribed by ſo many grave per- 
ſons, I cannot imagin, how any man 
in reaſon,, or prudence, can call in 
qucftion, 1 know, there have been 
thole, who being very loath, (God 
knowes, upon what motives 3 they 
mult one day give him a very ſevere 
2ccount of them) to own avy thing of 
this nature; and having nothing, <t- 
ther of authority, or reaſon, but only 
their own fancy, and prejudice, to 
objz<& againli it, have (according to 
their cultome in things of difficulty, or 
evidence brought againſt them) endea- 
vourcd to avoid the force of it by a 
pretty piece of drollery, faying, That 
it Is an eafie thing for a ſtump to grow 
a leg, in its paſſage from Spain hithere 
Much Raillery, 1 conteſs, might have 
bcen expected from a man of mirth 

vpOon 
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upon the ftage, or in a tavern, where 
It 15 not unuſual for ſuch ſlipp=ry- 
tong'd blades to make bold with tie 
moſt {crious, and the moſt facred things, 


it they chance to come in their way, 


and afford them any ſubj & of diver- 
tilcment, or exerciſe of wit. Bur, that 
agiave D our, in fo {irious a mitter 
ſhould have no other (ſhift, and ſhould 
dare to make uſc of fo flight an one, 
or imigin any fobcr undcrftanding 
man ſhoald bc fatisfticd with it, is very 
firange, and indced fomething prodi- 


| gious, Bat I leave him to make 1s b:4} 


of it; Tnouph I cannot but heartily 
wiſh, that buth he and othcrs would 
make that ufc of theſe, and many other 
events of the ſame, or Jike kind, (which 
might have been alleaged) tor which 
they were intended by the Omnipatent 
worker of th:mz whuch certainly was, 
to raiſe in us a lively faith of the great- 
nels and power of Gud above niture; 
and conicquently a reto!ution to oblcrve 
the will, and commands of this out 
great, and good God, though it were 


_ neceflary for this end, to renounce 


thote inclinations of fleth, and blood, 
and fenle, which are (as is to be fat 


cd! 
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2a) the real 'grounds, and motives of 
our denying, or wavinz ſuch other 
principles, as do much more become 
the dignity, and worth of tholfe Ra» 
tional foules, with which he has en- 
dowed us. 

But here I muſt make a diſcovery, 
and ſpeak plainly my ſenſe, which is, 
That, that which ought to be our cure, 
is the ground of our diſeaſe. The 
conſideration of theſe extraordinary, 
Supernatural works of Gud vught 1n 
reaſon to move us to reverence, and 
adore his greatne(sz as alſo to check 
our unruly natures, in obedience to 
him, and his commands, who 1s the 
Authour of nature. But on the con- 
trary it falls out too too often, that 
diſcovering him, by theſe great works 
of his, to ſtand in our way, though 
our underltandings (at firſt at leatt) 
cannot chuſe bur think it reaſonable, 
to comply witn the duty we owe to 
ſo great a God, his politive laws, and 
that ot nature, oblipging us to 1tz yet 
the love we have of our own wills, 
and the extraordinary kindne(s we have 
tor the {ſenſual inclinations cf flcth 
and blood, work fo powertully, by 

little 
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hetle and little, upon us, that we begin 
to be willing to deny bim, not only 
a due ſubj:&ion, but even a common 
being amongſt, and providence ovcr 
his creatures. For I take it to be as 
great 2 truth, as any in morality, that 
Atheiſm ſeldome, or never, begins in the 
#xderjtandinz; but that it 15 bred, and 
born iz the will; and that when mcn 
are once relolved to /abindon © them- 
ſelves to liberty, and ſenſe, then they 
calt about, how to rid themlelves of 
any thing, which may check them in 
this their pleaſant courle, And then 
away with rcaſon, away with honour, 
away with conſcience, away with Gol 
himſclf, And when they are once 
comme thus farr, and feel ſomething of 
that, which they call ſweet Liberty, 
what . wonder,. it they pleaſe them- 
ſclves with it, as farr as it will go, and 
as long as it 1s capable ot pleaſing 
them, and laugh at, and make tport 
with thoſe, who take a more lobcr, 
and (crious courle. 

I ſhall never forget that pleaſant 
paſſage between Sir Thiymas Moor's Ca- 
vilier, and his honeſt Frier. I pray 
pardon -mie for ttoubling you with'a 


{tory 
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n ſiory, (or tale, if you pleaſe to call it 
y fo) which is fo ' well knownz I wiſh 
nflonly, the import of it wcre as com- 
-rf|,, monly rcfl-&tcd upon, The good 
Sf, F-ier, going one day abroad into 
it |, the country, cither to beg rclict tor 
57 N,, his Convent, or about ſome Chari- 
df, table employment, for the ſpiritual 
n |, afliitance of his ncighbuur, was met 
1- N,, accidentally by a Gentleman, well 
y |, mounted, and well and warmly 
ff =, clad, as the ſeaſon of the year re- 
nf, quired. The poor Fricr was tain to 
n |ſ,, make uſe of his own legs, and had 
r, |, but his ſiugle garment 3 which, though 
1 |, courle enough, yet was too thin to 
c |, guard him tuthcicntly trom the cold 
of |, weather ; his legs and fect bare, 
}, | only faved barmlels trom the ſtones 
2- ||; by a p3ire of woodden clogs &c. 

df The trolick Gentleman thought this 
2 Nz fic fubj.& for his drollery, and fo 
rt Faccolted him with the uſual ſalute, 
of well met, Father : how do you d)? 
The yood Frier had nothing to com- 
plain ofz and thanking Gud, and his 
worthip, told him be was - very well. 
Ay, but father, repi'y:d the G.ntlc- 
il, are you not @ little cold,” and ſome- 


ry 
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thing wet too ? Me thinks that gar- 
ment were fitter for warmer weather. 
And beſides, your ſtockings (T doubt) dv 
aot bear out the wet and dirt, no mare 
then the upper part of your ſhoes 3 (his 
feet were bare , the clogs being only. 
made faſt with a firap, which came 
over his foot) which ſeemes to be made 
of Calves leather. 1 can but thank you, 
kind Sir, for the calfe you ſo charitably 
beſtow upon me, replyed the Frier : But 
as for the wet and cold I meet with, it 
is 30 more, then may very well be en- n 
dured for Gods ſake» Heaven, Sir, is, 
worth this, and a great deal more» Ay, 
marry, Teplies the Gentleman 3 ow 
you ſay ſomething indeed. But what if 
there be neither God, mor Heaveny 
where are you then * The good, zca- 
lous Frier was quick to this, ſaying, 
Ay but, my dear Sir, If there be a God, 
and a Heaven, and a Hell, where's 
your worſhip then ? My good G-ntle- . 
man had no more to reply; but marct't. 
fairly off, rubbing his hands, as if he 
had met with a actrle. Fn 
Will you give me leave to infilt af, 
little upon this Zcalous Reparty ot the 
good Frier ? You are, perchance, 0 
plealant: 
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plentitull Fortune, of a hand{ome fea= 
ture, and healthy conſtitution, in the 
heat of your youth, wn the prime of 
your age + You are unwil'ing to let 
Y Fry ficld, or place, or opportunity 
pals, without talting, or taking your 
fll of. all the pleaſures they afford yuu 
night or wrong, with the allowance, or 
wainſt the expreſs command, an! or- 
&.r ot the living G>d. An for your 
preater encouragem.nt in this, which 
jou ule to call enjoying your ſelf, you 
lay (perchance) m your heart, why 
we? whom am 1 to pleaſe, but my 


$1 ſimple, or fearfuill men talk, of a Hea- 
bd f or thoſe, why live otherwiſe then 
dz or a Hell for thoſe, who think 
J well of, and follow my pleaſant pradtice : 
"fn, perchance not ſo much as a G:d, 
Pre wbo takes notice of theſe my waies, and 
rel mends to diſp;ſe of me hereafter accord- 
*h mgly. But now, I pray, Sir, what if 

thcre be ? what it there be an cternity 
a dt refiraint, and torment, reſerved for 
| . hoſe, who take the liberty you do ? 
"Vhyhat if there be endleſs joys and de- 


, | 
_ velits, prepared for thoſe, who volun- 


tarily 


pleaſant-humour'd Gentleman, of a * 
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tarily abandon theſe fleeting, mo Jy 
tary pleaſures, you fo earncftly, (nm 
to ſay childiſhly) purſue ? what 
there be an all-ſecing eye over yÞ) 
which takes cognizance of each though, 
word, and deed? and whole Julihf 
eſſzntially obliges him to deal with yþ 
accordingly ? and you know not, Kj 
all your wealth, and your health, aþc 
your mirth, and your Jollity, hq 
ſoon you are to come to an unavoidah 
tryal of it? Are you ſure this is qþe 
true? Is there any friend of youp 
who pretends a*demonſtration, or þt 


much as a. ſober, ſolid, argumenthtc 


gainſt ir? A!l your wilful tophitigp 
and wezker Perhaps, will then litfic 


or (if you will needs have it ſo) F 
the love of your dear (lt, be a lite 
ſcrious, and circumſp.&. I ſhot 
willingly wiſh you a man of fo mil 
prudence, that it you were to'd bt 


. fober wcel-wiſher, _ that the TatcCtifnd 


were in ſuch a houſe, you ſhou'd fc 
venture into it without better {ccurilf 
then your Perhaps, it is not ſo: OT 
you were told trom a good hand of 
Jew.l of eneftimable yalucy incendic 
Y 
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Jyou for the going for, I hope you 
(would in prudence leave your game at 
atſſennis, ©r What other paſiime you 
YÞleafe, though you loved the ſport ne- 
ighcr (o well, rather then forego the hopes 
alldf being made for ever. Apain if you 
 Ypere told, you were the ſon of a great 
» King, and that that King, though ne- 
| Afer yet feen by you, had alwaics had a 
h&re of you, had given charge of you 
dab his cruſty ſexvants, and that by this 
S theanes you came to be ſo well provided 
7oul preſevt 3 and that he alſo intended 
or þu a conſiderable part in his kingdome 
:ntfrerwards : would you, upon ſome 
utigehe, groundlefs (ſuſpicion, of acheat 
liftkended to be put upen you in ſome 
theþall trifle, renounce your tather, or 
)) I your inheritance for a meſs of pot» 
z litpe ? I cannot take you tor one,who 
(hore your {clt ſo meanly, or have fo 
mile regard to your own intercſt, You 
] byuld ccrtain'y. even in ordinary pru- 
Aifnce, take butter reſolves in a matter 
id alo great concern 3 although you had 
curlf notice of your danger, or hopes, 

or txum ſome one ordinary perſon 
d of although you might poſlibiy have 
cendie ground to ſuſpect, that he might 
) G -«—« . have 
/ 


fortune, cxc-ſiive, and beyond all 1ma- 


kilted by innumerable 
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have his little ends in it alſo. But now 
our caſe in all thin;s, both ſubſtance and 
circumtiance, is inhaitely diff-rent, in- 
fnnitcly more con.14crable. Oar dang r, 
or hopes, arc ot no lels, . than eternal 
conli quence. The happineſs cr mil. 


gination : and tis depending upon his 
ciecrce, or doome, by whom all things 
have thcir bing, and who 15:flentially, 
etcrnally, infhuicely, his own never 
be.un, and never-ending bing. 
"Our ive! ligence of thulc great thing 
is not from one Sccptiick, or oth. r, who 
ta!ks only of poſibilitics, or probabilities 
but from the coul:nt of all N: 1000S 
tron this great Fabrick of the will 
veile which none, but an O:nnipo- 
tint band could have tran'd, and def ] 
acd with luc'i order, aud oe:onomir if | 
as Evcn our very KRealon, well and” 
C'olely miniged, mult necds convince 
us: waailyzvir Chance, or Atom, 
(things. tn tt! ouand times harder t0 
CONcuVe; fomc tilly Patloſypit rs may 
have dream's of And m concluliun 
thoſe {cvcral lup.rnaturai wonders, ats 
» fobcr, unda 
funding y Pelous, aud particularly{ whid 
wa 
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was my chief deſign from the begin- 
ning,) theſe miraculous events here 
alicaged by the great St. Augujtin > 
which no ſober man can, with any 
ſh.w of reaſon, call in queton, 
evidence, and dcmonttrate, that there 
15a {vupcriour Power to all that nature 
is acquainted with z and that he hath 
a paternall care, and providet.cc over 
his creatur:sz as allo a ſpecial kind- 
nels, and reſpe& tor his {crvants, now 
fiated with him in etcrnal bliſs; at 
whoſe interceſlim, and by whole 
meanes, he has been pleaſcd to bclttow 
ſuch extraordinary tavours upon ſome 
ncedtull mortals. 


To him be all Glory and 
Praiſe both now and ever-more. 
Amen. 
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